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Cross-exam of L. Horse 
by Mr. Fox 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Now, examination? 

MR. FOX: I think I'm next. 

MR. HALYK: Yes, I'm done. Thank you. 

LUCILLE HORSE, previously sworn, further testifies: 

MR. FOX, cross-examining: 

Q Good morning, Mrs. Horse. I know it looks like 
I'm loading up here for the long haul, but I've 
just got hopefully a few questions from you — 

A Okay. 

Q — for you. Just going back to November 24 th , 

1990, you'd indicated that you and Gary were on 
the bus I think when you first saw Neil and Jason 
that day? 

A M'hm. 

Q Were you — do you know where you were going at 

that time if — if that was going over to Trent's 
place, Trent Ewart's place, or was it someplace 
else? 

A Yeah, we were on our way to Claudine and Trent's 
apartment. 

Q Okay. And do you know if you saw Jason and Neil 

twice that day? Well, I'm not talking about later 
in the evening when — when Neil came over to the 
apartment, but in terms of before you got to 
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923 Cross-exam of L. Horse 

by Mr. Fox 

Trent's apartment do you know if you saw Neil and 
Jason once that day or twice that day? 

A Just the one time. 

Q Just the one time. And do you recall what time it 
was that you saw them, then? 

A 8:30. 

Q Okay. And you indicated that as they were going 
along the two of them got off the bus. You 
actually saw where they got off the bus? 

A Yeah. 

Q And you'd indicated that was the corner of 
Confederation and Milton? 

A Yeah. 

Q Did you understand that that was by the Binning 
residence, Clayton Binning — 

A Yeah, I actually lived down the street from them 
and I was familiar with them. 

Q Okay. So you knew — you knew — 

A Yeah. 

Q — if they said they were going over to Julie's or 
somebody like that you -- 

A Yeah. 

Q — you knew which residence that was. And if they 
were getting off the bus there that — that's — 
that would be to go to that residence? 
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A Yes. 

Q And I think you were asked if -- if you saw if 
they had any liquor with them and you indicated 
that you don't recall seeing if they did. 

A No. 

Q Would there be a possibility that, for example, 
they could have had a bottle of liquor inside 
their jacket or something like that? 

A It's possible, but I never noticed anything. 

Q You never noticed anything. 

A No. 

Q Sure. Now, you were asked some questions about 
after Neil's death, becoming aware of the — the 
different rumours or whatever that was going on 
out — or that were circulating around about what 
happened to Neil. 

A M'hm. 

Q And I'm certain that certainly within the circle 
of friends and acquaintances there were lots of 
questions about — or speculation about what did 
happen to him that night, how did he end up where 
he was found, that sort of thing. 

A M'hm. 

Q You'd indicated that it was a few years after 
before you spoke with Jason Roy before he said 
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anything to you. 

A Yeah. 

Q There was some — and we've talked about you 

hearing that Jason had indicated he had seen Neil 
in the back of a police car. 

A Yeah. 

Q And was — did you hear that first from Jason or 
did you hear that first from Gary? 

A I remember hearing it from Gary first. 

Q Okay. And this would have been sometime after 

Neil's death? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. So — and then you thought it was about 

1990 before — before you heard anything actually 
from Jason. 

A Yeah. 

Q And you'd indicate — you indicated that — that 
the impression you got from when you spoke to 
Jason, the impression you were left with when you 
spoke to Jason was that he was hiding by some 
garbage bins when he observed the police car and 
observed Neil? 

A Yeah. 

Q That was your initial -- 

A That was the first thing I'd heard. 
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926 Cross-exam of L. Horse 

by Mr. Fox 

Q And you mentioned, I thought, when you spoke about 
some apartments or buildings or whatever, where 
you thought those garbage bins were. 

A Yeah. It was my impression that they were behind 

Borden Place Apartments. 

Q Borden — 

A Which is — that would have been on Confederation 
Drive and I can't think of what street it is but 
it's the next one over from Milton Street. 

Q Okay. And that's Borden Place Apartments and you 

said I thought Twin Gables or something like that. 
Did I get that right? 

A Yeah, that's right beside. 

Q Okay. So, in that area there. 

A Yeah. 

Q So — 

A That's where I understood it was. 

Q So when you spoke with Jason initially the 

impression he gave, or at least you understood 
from what he was saying, that he had been hiding 
behind some garbage bins by those apartments — 

A Yeah. 

Q — in that area and had seen Neil in the back of a 

police car. 


25 


Yeah. 




927 


Cross-exam of L. Horse 
by Mr. Fox 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


Q And then sometime later on when you spoke with 

Neil he related more detailed information to you 
about actually having spoke to the police himself. 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. And by later on, do you know what the time 
frame would have been from when you — you thought 
you first spoke to Neil maybe in 1990 — or to 
Jason, sorry, in 1994. Do you know how long it 
was before you would have spoke to him again then? 

A About the full story? 

Q Yeah. 

A I'm guessing maybe a year later. 

Q So — and I appreciate these are estimates, but 

not like the next week or next month, but it would 
have been — 

A No. 

Q — quite a distance in time. 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. You had indicated, Mrs. Horse, that you had 

attended the funeral and you saw Neil and saw what 
certainly appeared to be a gash across his nose. 

A Yeah. 

Q And I'm assuming that when you saw that it 

appeared to you as though he had been injured or 
something had happened to his face. 
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A Yeah. It didn't look like him at all. 

Q It didn't look — 

A At all. 

Q Yeah. You indicate — you were asked questions 

about the clothing that you saw Neil wearing that 
day — 

A M' hm. 

Q — and you described the jacket and so on that he 
was wearing, and I think I got it correctly that 
you referred to the jacket as a Cree Nation 
jacket? 

A Yeah. 

Q Was that sort of a — did others have jackets like 
that? Was that like — or was that just because 
of the marking on it or the name on it? 

A Well, I've seen some that say Saulteaux Nation and 
— but that was the only Cree Nation one I had 
seen. 

Q Okay. And but — 

A I'm sure there's others out there. 

Q And it had the words Cree Nation on the back of 
it. 

A On the back, yeah, and there's some kind of an 
emblem, I can't remember how it looked though. 

Q Okay. And you indicated that normally Neil — or 
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929 Cross-exam of L. Horse 

by Mr. Fox 

you would normally expect to see Neil wearing a 
hat but — 

A Yeah. 

Q — that day you don't have a recollection that he 
had a hat on. 

A No. 

Q Now, if I can just go to the evening at the 

apartment. The -- I guess would it — what was it 
that first caught your attention that — that 
somebody was making some noise or something like 
that? Was it hearing buzzer — the buzzer, or was 
it hearing the noise in the hallway? 

A It would have been hearing noise in the hallway, 

like pounding and — 

Q Okay. 

A — I heard a voice, I can't remember what he was 
saying, but it was like he was calling to each -- 
like into each apartment. 

Q Okay. And at that point in time Gary was 
obviously there because he was there — 

A Yes. 

Q — throughout the evening. 

A Yeah. 

Q And Trent was home already then? 
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Q And had been home for not very long. 

A About half an hour or so. 

Q Okay. Were — were all -- were all of you still 
up, in other words, had anybody gone to — 

A Yeah. 

Q — bed? You're all still up then? 

A Yeah. 

Q The lights were on, so to speak. And as you were 
hearing the calling did you have any impression at 
that time that this person was looking for you or 
for people in your apartment or was it just 
hearing noise out there so to speak? 

A Just hearing noise out there. 

Q Okay. And did Trent say anything, do you recall, 
about the noise in the hallway, in other words, 
whether he had any knowledge as to who it was or 
what was going on? 

A No. 

Q No recollection of that? 

A Nothing. I don't remember him saying anything 
about it. 

Q Okay. And would Gary looking out the peephole 

have been sort of the first of someone that you 
saw in the apartment actually going to see what 
was going on? 
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A Yeah. 

Q And when Gary looked out the peephole was that 

because there had been a knock on your door or was 
it — 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. So — 

A There was already a knock at the door. 

Q So then knock at your actual door so now you're 

trying to ascertain who it is that's out there? 

A Yeah. 

Q And did Gary identify who the person was? 

A I remember him like whispering because we didn't 

want him to know we were there, but I remember him 
whispering saying, "I think it's Neil." 

Q Okay. 

A And then that's when I looked out and his head had 
been down. 

Q Right. 

A And so I could just see his hair and then he 
looked up and that's when I knew it was him. 

Q Okay. The noise that had gone on in the hall up 
to that point in time you say had gone on for 
about five minutes already? 

A Yeah, I'm guessing it was that. 

Q And would that have been on your third floor hall 
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932 Cross-exam of L. Horse 

by Mr. Fox 

that you're talking about? 

A Yeah. 

Q So in terms of what Neil may have done in terms of 

knocking on other people's doors or on other 
floors or whatever you — you wouldn't have any 
knowledge of that. 

A No. 

Q And — 

A There's no way for him to actually know we're on 
the third floor. 

Q So it was kind of randomly going — 

A So, yeah, he probably did go through the first 
two. I'm not sure. 

Q Okay. And it would be fair to say that your 
impression at least at that time was that you 
thought that Neil was — was intoxicated or drunk. 

A Yeah. 

Q And part of that would be the physical description 

you gave, but part of it, I suppose, would be just 
going — because he's going down the halls — 

A Yeah. 

Q -- late at night, knocking on doors and yelling 

that — 

A And when we saw them on the bus that was the 

impression they left us with is that they're going 
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Cross-exam of L. Horse 
by Mr. Fox 

to go partying, so — 

Q Right. As between Neil and Jason, was there one 
that you would — like, because I understand you 
didn't see Jason around that evening. 

A No. 

Q The last time you saw him was on the bus. 

A Right, yeah. 

Q As between Neil and Jason, was there one that you 
might more likely expect to be pounding on doors 


and yelling as opposed to the other, in terms of 
their character? 

A That would be Neil. 

Q That was just — he was — would be more louder or 

if he was drinking more likely would be doing that 
than say Jason would be? 

A Yeah, he's more rambunctious, I guess, would be — 

Q You mentioned then that in due course — well, let 


me ask you this. You looked out, saw it was Neil, 
and — 

A M'hm. 

Q — no — nobody wanted to let him know that he had 
the right apartment so to speak. 

A That's right. 

Q Do you know if Trent or anybody did speak to Neil? 
A Well, I don't remember -- I don't have any 
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934 Cross-exam of L. Horse 

by Mr. Fox 

recollection of him speaking, but Gary said that 
he did, and I don't remember it at all. 

Q Okay. And Gary said who did, Trent did or -- 

A That Trent talked to him — 

Q Trent did. 

A — through the door and just said, "You got the 
wrong place." 

Q Okay. 

A Kind of thing. 

Q Okay. You don't — that's possible, but you don't 
have any recollection. 

A I don't remember at all. 

Q Okay. And do you know if Trent did go outside and 
speak to the neighbours then? 

A Yeah, that's something I do remember and I'm 
guessing it would have been maybe ten minutes 
after the noise. 

Q And by the time Neil was already gone? 

A Yeah, and — 

Q And you — 

A — it was across the hall. 

Q Okay. Okay. And you said that you didn't see 
Trent phone the police himself but — 

A No. 

Q — but you sort of have this impression or thought 
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in your mind that — that he had? 

A Yeah. Like, that's what — like, shortly after 

this happened that's what's in my mind is that he 
had phoned as well -- 

Q Right. 

A — but then I had heard that he said he didn't, so 
— and I didn't actually see him because he -- he 
would have been in another room to phone. 

Q Sure. 

A So I can't say that he did for sure. 

Q Yeah. No, I appreciate it, but at the time or 

shortly after, the kind of feeling you had or 
impression you had, although no specific 
recollection, is that he had phoned. 

A Yeah. 

Q There was some information that he received and he 
conveyed to you that — that others — somebody 
else in the apartment or another neighbour had 
phoned. 

A Yeah. 

Q And did you speak to the neighbours at all? 

A Myself, no. 

Q Okay. 

A We stayed in the apartment. 

Q You and Gary didn't — 
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A Yeah. 

Q -- leave the apartment. Trent went out but you — 

A Yeah, he had the door open and he was talking to 

him and we were just — 

Q Okay. 

A — inside the — like, we were in I guess the 

little hallway — 

Q Right. 

A -- leading to the door. 

Q Okay. And in terms of whether Trent did speak to 

the police later on that night, I take it you 
don't know that? 

A No, I don't remember having any contact — 

Q Okay. 

A — with the police after that. 

Q It's possible Trent did? 

A It's possible but I don't remember. Like, I would 

have — that's something that would have stood out 
if he was — if the police came to the room, but— 

Q Yeah, and what I'm getting at is whether Trent 

spoke to them out in the hallway or something like 
that. Is that a possibility? 

A I don't think so. 

Q Do you know if the neighbours spoke to the police? 

A I'm not even sure about that. 
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937 Cross-exam of L. Horse 

by Mr. Fox 

Q Okay. So it's possible the police did come and 
speak to somebody at the apartment other than 
people who are in your own apartment; you wouldn't 
know that. 

A It's possible, but I wouldn't know. 

Q You referred to the conversations you had with -- 
with Jason and — and talked a bit about what was 
heard about the possibility of what had happened 
to Neil. Were you aware that there was at least 
discussions, sort of immediately following Neil's 
death, that there might have been some trouble 
with some other people that had led — at least 
had some part in Neil's death? 

A Yeah. I'm not sure who I heard it from but I 

remember someone kind of wondering if maybe the 
P's had something to do with it. 

Q And was — was that in relation, as I understand 
it, to some trouble involving some guns? 

A Yeah. I think that might have happened in the 
summer like of 1990. 

Q So sometime in — in the couple of months — 

A Yeah. 

Q — before November. And — and again, I 

appreciate this is just sort of rumours were going 

around — 
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938 Cross-exam of L. Horse 

by Mr. Fox 

A Yeah. 

Q — but shortly after the funeral there was rumours 
going around Neil had had some problems with some 
people over some guns and speculation, or at least 
the possibility, that these people might have been 
involved in his death. 

A Yeah. And I actually do remember the time, like 
because Neil came to me after he was beaten up, 
like not right after but maybe the next day and I 
do remember seeing him all bruised up and he was 
scared of the Ps at this time. 

Q Okay. And based on what you saw of the beating he 
received and that, maybe some good reason to be 
scared? 

A Yeah. 

Q When you -- when you spoke to Jason, and I think 

the words you used that Jason was — was sort of 
unburdening to you, that you assumed he was 
feeling guilty over what had happened with Neil. 

A Yeah. 

Q In terms of actually speaking to him and saying 
well, why do you feel guilty, or what is it, I 
take it that conversation never took place, that 
was just the impression you were left with? 

A Yeah, and I just remember saying, you know, that 
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940 Cross-exam L. Horse 

by Mr. Plaxton 

trash bins or garbage cans or something like that 
near Borden Place. 

A Yeah. 

Q He — the story he gave you was he was behind 

there, he didn't come out, he didn't talk to the 
police or anything else. 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. The police car drove by, or what exactly 

was it? 

A Yeah, that he was — when he saw the police he hid 
and the police car drove by and that was the end 
of it. 

Q Okay. And did he claim, while he was hiding 

behind these trash cans, he could hear Neil saying 
or doing anything? 

A No, I just remember him saying that he could see 
him in the back of the car. 

Q Okay. And how much later was it you learned he 
was then saying, "Oh, wait, that's not what 
happened, but I actually went out and spoke to the 
police"? 

A I'm guessing about a year later. 

Q Now, could you have learned that first through the 
papers? 

A No. There was nothing at that time. 
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Cross-exam L. Horse 
by Mr. Plaxton 

Q Okay. I'm looking at a statement you gave 

Constable Warner of the RCMP. I'll give you a 
copy of the statement. Maybe it'll help. 

A Okay. 

Q Thank you. And what I'm showing you is a — it 

appears to be a transcript of you — a discussion 
you had with Constable Jack Warner of the RCMP on 
20 March, 2000. Have you seen this transcript 
before? 

A No. 

Q Okay. I wonder if you can just take a quick look 

at it to see if it looks like what transpired 

between you and Officer Warner. Does that appear 
to be — 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. I wonder if I could direct your attention 

then to the second page down towards the bottom, 
the second-last line or third-last line. 

Constable Warner: "And do you have a recollection 
of what he told you at that time, Lucille?" 

Answer: "Ah, just ah, — he just mentioned, ah, 
that he'd seen Neil in the back of a police car 
and I didn't know that he actually talked to the 
police, like went up to the car and talked to 
them. Like, from what I understood it was like he 
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had like witnessed it. I don't know. He was 
hiding behind a garbage can or something and Neil 
was calling out." Now, do you recall if he was 
calling out or not, or if that's what Jason told 
you? 

I might have mixed it up with the second — 

Okay. 

— incident. I'm not sure. 

Yeah. And then later on I think there's a couple 
questions later then. It seems you're saying, 
"Like, it was only in the paper that I had found 
out that like he had actually talked to the 
police." 

Okay. So that's — I don't remember. That's 
possible. 

Okay. It wasn't the first time he was telling you 
things though. That time he was hiding — hiding 
behind the garbage cans, no talking to the police, 
no anything else. 

Right. 

Okay. Now, if I can take you back to the — the 
night of the 24 th of November when Neil was at the 
apartment — 

M' hm. 

-- would it be fair to say that from what you saw 
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of him he was really quite intoxicated? 

Yeah. Well, it's hard to say how intoxicated he 
was, but it was enough so that he was — he 
couldn't stand straight. Like he was swaying and 
his eyes weren't open all the way and from what I 
could see they looked red, so I don't know how 
drunk he was, but. 

You've known Neil quite a long time? 

At that time a couple of years, yeah. 

Yeah, and I assume during that period of time you 
probably saw occasions when he had been drink — 
or drinking -- 
M' hm. 

— or was drunk? 

Yeah. 

Okay. About how often was that that you saw that 
he appeared to be drunk? 

I guess fairly often. 

M'hm. Now, when you say fairly often, that's a 
pretty general term. 

Maybe every other weekend. 

And how often would you run into him? 

Well, towards — or near his death, not very 
often, like maybe, I don't know. Like, I saw him 
at school a lot but on the weekends we weren't 
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really together that often. 

M'hm. Okay. Would it be common when you saw him 
on the weekend, or out of school at least, that he 
would be impaired? 

Yeah. Yeah. 

Now, when Neil had been drinking did he tend to do 
unusual things, like irresponsible things or 
anything like that? 

Well, I think that's a lot — most of the time 
when he would get in trouble like for theft or 
whatever, I'm pretty sure he was under the 
influence of alcohol, and he'd get into a lot of 
fights when he was drinking as well. 

Do you remember who he would have gotten into 
fights with? 

I'm not sure. Just anybody that would make him 
mad, I guess. 

And was it common that he would get mad when he 
had been drinking? 

Yeah. 

What sort of things would get him mad? 

I guess maybe if someone kind of challenged him or 
looked at him the wrong way maybe. 

When you were talking to Jason about what had 
happened to Neil and so forth, at any point in 
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time did Jason ever mention to you a story about 
being taken down to the police station and having 
to give a false statement? 

No. 

The people that had beaten Neil, or at least what 
you were told — 

M' hm. 

— that was the Ps, right? 

Right. 

To your understanding did Neil have any ongoing 
problems with the Ps? 

Just — just over those guns. I don't even know 
if he had any contact with them after that. 

Okay. 

Because I remember they were friends before — 

M' hm. 

— and they just kind of turned on him at that 
time. 

What you had heard is Neil was selling them some 
stolen guns and they basically beat him and took 
them. Is that kind of what you heard? 

Yeah. Yeah. 

Do you remember anything about Neil being 
subpoenaed to testify around the — or against the 


Ps around that time? 
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by Mr. Plaxton 

A No, I don't. 

Q Okay. Was Eddie Rushton involved with that 
incident to your knowledge? 

A I have no idea. 

Q Okay. Neil, after he'd been beaten, though, came 
to you? 

A Yeah. 

Q In the next day or two? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. How beaten up was he? 

A I know his face was pretty bruised up. 

Q Any cuts? 

A No. 

Q Did he say exactly what had happened to him? 

A Just that he was beaten and I remember something 

mentioned about guns but I didn't know exactly 
what — well, I remember reading later that they 
had beaten him up with the guns but I don't -- I 
don't remember him saying that. 

Q Okay. Do you remember where you read that? 

A That he was beaten with the guns? 

Q Yeah. 

A Actually, I think it was in the newspaper, and 

this would have been when there's some speculation 
what had happened to him that night. 
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by Mr. Plaxton 

Q Oh, I see, I see. 

A So shortly after his death. 

Q Okay. And you say he was afraid of the Ps. 

A Yeah, at that time. I think he just kind of 

realized he was maybe in over his head with them, 
because I know he was always trying to lead a good 
lif e. 

Q M'hm. The Ps you didn't view as being a very good 
influence on Neil, I assume. 

A No. 

Q From what you were seeing it seemed he, well, got 
in over his head with some pretty mean people. 

A Yeah. 

Q Did you hear anything else about the Ps after 
that? 

A No, except for the rumours. I remember hearing a 
rumour that maybe they had something to do with 
it. 

Q Okay. And that was shortly after Neil's death. 

Is that right? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. Now, the — just if I can just skip back 
for a second and when Neil was in your apartment 
-- how many apartments were in that building 
approximately, do you recall? 
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A I'm not even sure. Like, yesterday I said maybe 
around 11 on each floor, but — 

Q So we're talking maybe 30 apartments, give or 
take? 

A Possibly, yeah. 

Q And from what you were hearing it seemed like he 
had probably started on the main floor and was 
banging on doors. 

A That's what I'm guessing, but I have no idea. 

Q Yeah. You heard him coming down your — 

A Yeah. 

Q — hallway at least. 

A Yeah. 

Q So he was probably in that apartment building for 
a fair while? 

A If he went through each floor, yeah, he would have 
been there for a while. 

Q Did he — when you saw him through the peephole 

did he appear to be mad or looking for a fight or 
something like that? 

A Kinda. Like, I'm not sure. It might have just 
been because he was drunk that he didn't — he 
wasn't smiling, that's for sure. 

Q You've seen him mad before, I assume. 

A Yeah. 
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Q Okay. 

A But to me I -- I don't know if I could say he 

looked mad. He might have just looked drunk. 

It's hard to tell. 

Q But he certainly didn't look friendly. 

A No. 

MR. PLAXTON: Thank you, madam. I'm sure this 

has been a bit of a trial for you. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Rossmann? 

MR. ROSSMANN, cross-examining: 

Q Thank you. The Snowberry Downs apartment complex 

consists of several apartment buildings? 

A Yes. 

Q Which one of them did — were you babysitting in? 

A It was like the furthest down. 

Q I think we have a map here. Perhaps if we got 

that out it would help. 

A Okay. Sure. 

Q I'm just going to put it on the board here. 

A Okay. 

Q I wonder if you could just show us which of these 

apartments you were in? Do you recognize the 
area? 

A It was in the back. It would have been this one. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: 


I'm sorry, you're away from the 
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microphone so you'll have to speak up a little. 

THE WITNESS: Oh, okay. It would have been this 

one here. 

Q If you would put a pink mark about where the 

apartment was located in that building? And we'll 
just put an arrow pointing to that. So you've 
just put a map — a mark on the map and it's sort 
of on the north — or sorry, sort of on the west 
side of the building furthest to the west? 

A M'hm. 

Q And it was on the third floor you said? 

A Yes. 

Q So how far — how long a walk is that from the 7- 
Eleven on the corner of 33 rd and Confederation 
Drive? 

A Not far at all. 

Q Is it like a five minute walk? 

A Yeah, about that. 

Q M'hm. And did you — where's the bus stop that 

you got off at? 

A It would have been Dundonald. 

Q Okay. 

A That little street, like where 33 rd — or 

Confederation Drive ends it would have been — 

Q Okay. Dundonald? 
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I think there was like some stores around there, 
Dundonald. 

Dundonald goes north — Confederation Drive stops 
at 33 rd and Dundonald continues on and turns to 
the west? 

Yeah, and it would have — there's a stop there. 
And there's a little group of confectionaries and 
what nots — 

Yes. 

— partway around? 

Yeah. 

So that's even closer than the 7-Eleven to your 
apartment — to that apartment building. Is that 
fair? 

Maybe about the same distance. 

M'hm. Okay. So if one were circling that block 
and walking around and walking in that area, it's 
a fairly big area. 

Yeah, it is. 

Those are fairly big apartment buildings. 

Yes . 

It's quite a large complex. 

Yes . 

So it would take a while if one was walking around 
in that area, circling that building say, and 
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walking back to the 7—11. 

A Yeah, it would take a while for sure. 

MR. ROSSMANN: Okay. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other questions? 

MR. HESJE: I have a bit of re-examination./ if 

there's no other — 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well. 

MR. HESJE, re-examining: 

Q Mrs. Horse, you've talked about the first story 

you recall from Jason. He had described a 
different location where he was hiding, I think 
you'd indicated behind some garbage cans. I'm 
wondering if we could try and identify that 
location on the map there. 

A Okay. 

Q Is it on here? 

A It would be around near this arrow here, is where 

I understood. Like he didn't exactly show me 
where or anything. 

Q No. No, I understand that, but you've referred to 
a particular apartment block, I forget the name of 
it now, the — that it was close to. Was it the 
Gables? 

A This would be Twin Gables here, so it would be 
around here is where I think it is. 
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by Mr. Hesje 

Q Put an arrow on that. So it's your understanding 
it was this area he was describing when he first 
spoke to you. 

A Yes. 

Q And that's, I'm not sure what, several blocks away 

from Snowberry Downs? 

A Yes. 

MR. HESJE: All right. 

THE COMMISSIONER: So how has that been identified on 

the map then? 

MR. HESJE: Well, we've put a red arrow and 

I'll mark it as an "E", I believe we've identified 
with marks of other locations as A, B, C. 

Q Now you also described — I believe you testified 

when you were asked questions by Mr. Halyk that 
you were confident that it was around 12:30 when 
this disturbance was in the apartments and you saw 
Neil Stonechild. 

A Yeah. 

Q I believe you also testified that you are not able 
to say for certain whether Trent Ewart called the 
police, am I, first of all, correct in that? 

A Yes. 

Q Now, if he did call the police based on -- would 
■it have been around the same time that you saw 
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him? Like, do you have any way of — 

A Yeah,, it would have been. 

Q Now, if I was to tell you that there's a record of 
police department indicating a call was received 
complaining about Neil Stonechild and the 
complainant was identified as Trent Ewart at 11:51 
that night, would that be consistent with your 
seeing him at 12:30? 

A I guess not. 

Q I'm not asking you that you'd have to agree that 
that record is correct, but is it possible it was 
earlier than 12:30 that he was in the apartment? 

A 12:30 is just always what I've had in my head, but 
it's hard to go back and remember 13 years. 

Q And if, in fact, Trent Ewart did call the police 
department at 12:51 — 

MR. HALYK: Eleven. 

Q MR. HESJE: Sorry, 11:51, thank you, then it's 

likely that it was around that time period that 
you saw Neil? 

A Yeah, but I still remember it as 12:30. But like 
it was 13 years ago, I guess. 

Q I guess what I'm trying to get at, are you certain 
enough to say that if that's the record, the 
record isn't likely correct? 
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1 A I can't really say. 

2 MR. PLAXTON: Mr. Chairman, with respect, as I 

3 recall yesterday I was not permitted to cross- 

4 examine the witness concerning contents of a 

5 police report. I think this is the exact same 

6 thing with this witness except it's his own. 

7 THE COMMISSIONER: That's not what I understand, 

8 X think that what the witness is being asked now 


9 



is if her 

recollection is accurate or not as to 

10 



what time 

it was. 

11 

MR. 

HESJE 


Those are all my questions. Thank 

12 



you. 


13 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

Thank you. You're excused. 

14 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Am I finished? 

15 

MR. 

FOX: 


Mr. Commissioner, just on these 

16 



marks, did 

. my learned friend indicate he marked 

17 



that spot 

with an "E" of an "F"? I think there 

18 



was -- I've got down a note there was an "E" 

19 



already on 

there, but I could have been wrong. 

20 

MR. 

HESJE 


Well, out of caution then I'll 

21 



change it 

to an "F". 

22 

MR. 

FOX: 


I've got down just that "E" was 

23 



where somebody was last seen by Snowberry. 

24 

MR. 

HESJE 


Okay. The light is poor here. I 

25 



can't read 

. all what's previously marked, but I'll 
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change it to an "F". 

MR. FOX: Thanks. 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, the next witness 

is Gary Horse. 

GARY WILLIAM PETER HORSE, sworn, testifies: 

MR. HESJE, examining: 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Horse, the rules of practice 

and procedure established for this inquiry provide 
that all witnesses must be advised they have the 
protection of section 37 of the Saskatchewan 
Evidence Act and section 5 of the Canada Evidence 
Act. These statutory provisions state the 
testimony that may tend to criminate you, tend to 
establish liability to a civil proceeding, and 
which testimony you would not be compelled to 
provide at common law, shall not be used or 
admissible in evidence against you in a criminal 
trial or other criminal proceedings against you, 
other than the prosecution for perjury in the 
giving of evidence or for the giving of 
contradictory evidence, and shall not be used or 
receivable in evidence against you in any other 
civil proceeding or any of the proceeding under an 
act of the Legislature of Saskatchewan. You're 
hereby advised that such protection shall apply 
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without you expressly invoking such protection. 

Q Mr. Horse, where do you live? 

A I live in Regina, Saskatchewan. 

Q And what is your occupation? 

A I run a small business, exterior business there. 

Q And you're married to Lucille Horse who just — 

A That's correct. 

Q — just testified? 

A Yeah. 

Q And how long have you known Lucille? 

A Actually over 13 years. 

Q Did you know Neil Stonechild? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q How long had you known Neil Stonechild? 

A Probably since grade six. 

Q Can you just describe generally how you knew him, 
the circumstances? Was it school mate or — 

A I actually knew his brother Jake before him. It 
wasn't till later I actually seen Neil around but 
I wasn't -- I didn't know they were brothers at 
first, and I found out they were brothers and — 
and then — then actually Neil started going to 
the same school I was going to, probably grade 
seven or so. 

Q Would you consider him a friend? 
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by Mr. Hesje 

A Yeah. 

Q Did you know Jason Roy? 

A Yes, I know Jason Roy. 

Q And how long had you known Jason? 

A Probably for 25 years. 

Q Was he also a friend? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you tell me about the last time you recall 

seeing — or at least the day — the last day you 
recall seeing Neil Stonechild alive? 

A It was November 24 th , 1990. I was on the bus 
meeting Lucille who I was dating at the time. 

Jason and Neil had hopped — hopped on the bus in 
Fairhaven. Actually, I know the exact same — the 
exact spot where that — the 7-Eleven on 
Pendygrasse Road. This is what I remember. 

Q Okay. 

A They — they — they rode with me to Confederation 

Mall where Lucille got on, and then they got off 
on Milton and Confederation Mall at the Binnings' 
house which the bus stop was right in front of 
their house. And me and Lucille continued to her 
sister, Claudine's. 

Q Did you talk to them at all on that bus ride? 

A Yes. They actually sat at the back of the bus 


25 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


959 Exam-in-chief G. Horse 
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with me. 

Q All right. 

A Neil sat in front of me, Jason sat over here. 

Q What do you recall of any discussions you had with 

Neil or Jason? 

A Just that they were going out drinking later and 

asking what we were doing, what I was doing, and I 
just said I was meeting Lucille and we were going 
to her sister's to babysit. They just basically 
said they were going to Julie's to drink. I'm not 
sure whether they said Julie or Clayton or 
whoever, but they were going to the Binning 
residence. 

Q And you knew that residence? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q You knew it was on Milton? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Do you recall what time of day approximately it 

was when you saw them on the bus? 

A It was around 8:30ish. 

Q 8:30 in the evening. 

A Yeah, p.m. 

Q Any indication that they had been drinking at that 

point? 

A Not at that point, no. 
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Q Any indication that they had alcohol with them? 

A No. 

Q I believe you'd indicated you told them you were 

going to be babysitting. Did you tell them where? 

A No. I guess they kind of had an idea but we never 
said the exact building, the exact place. We 
never told them nothing. But they all -- everyone 
knew, I guess. 

Q How would they know? 

A Just because that's Lucille's sister. That's 
where she lived, I guess. 

Q And you think that Neil knew where she lived? 

A Not where but whereabouts, I guess. 

Q Now, did you see Neil again that evening? 

A Just at the apartment. 

Q Can you explain what happened there? 

A I heard a knock at the door, looked out the 

peephole and it was Neil and I just told Lucille 
and that's basically whatever she said happened as 
well.. 

Q Okay. Now, I just want to walk you through that 
though. 

A Yeah. 

Q You did — your recollection is that there was a 
knock at the door? 
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by Mr. Hesje 

A Yeah. 

Q And you looked through the peephole? 

A I looked. I said it's Neil. Well, I don't know 
if she — 

Q Yeah. 

A — she probably would have been shocked that it 

was. 

Q Yeah. But — 

A And she looked and — 

Q But you were able to identify him? 

A Yes, I was, 100 per cent. 

Q And what did you observe of Neil, particularly his 
appearance or his state of intoxication? 

A Nothing really out of the ordinary. Neil just the 
way he looked, just looked like Neil. I don't 
know, I didn't look at him that long, but I -- I 
never really drank with the guy so I didn't really 
know how he looked when he was drunk, but he could 
have — I guess he could have been drunk. 

Q Was he causing a commotion in the halls? Did you 
— do you recall whether he was knocking at other 
doors or — 

A Yeah, that's what he was doing, knocking on other 
doors and he got to our door and we just found out 
later on that he had been knocking at all the 
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by Mr. Hesje 

doors looking for — looking for us. And — 
whatever. 

Q Now, what did you yourself — when you say he was 
knocking on all the doors, what — confine 
yourself to what you saw or heard. Did you 
actually hear him knocking on other doors? 

A Yeah. Well, we heard something. We just -- I 

don't know, like we just didn't think nothing of 
it until he actually knocked on our door — 

Q Right. 

A — and then I just couldn't — I just wondered why 
he would go that far. 

Q Now, why did you not open the door? 

A Well — well, because it wasn't our house and we 

were babysitting her sister's — well, her nephew, 
my nephew, and it just wasn't appropriate. It 
wasn't our house to let anybody in. But, I don't 
know, just being responsible, I guess. It wasn't 
our place. 

Q Okay. Was there anybody else in the apartment at 
the time? 

A Well, yeah, probably because Trent was there too 
and it was his house and not ours. If — if Neil 
was allowed in the place Trent would let him in. 

Q So Trent was home at the time? 
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A Yes. 

Q And, I'm sorry, that's Trent Ewart? 

A Trent Ewart. 

Q Do you have any recollection as to whether, to 
your knowledge, anybody called the police? 

A I can't remember. 

Q Do you have any recollection what time this was 

when he was knocking the doors? 

A Well, I can't point it out but I know for a fact 

it is between that 8:30 that night and 2:00 in the 
morning, between there, and I know for a fact 
there's at least a couple hours between 2:00 in 
the morning. 

Q And why do you say that? 

A Because when we babysat for Lucille's sister she 
had went out with friends and for sure she 
wouldn't have been home till 2:00 in the morning, 
and she — this all happened before she got home. 

Q But do you recall specifically that she came home 
about 2 o'clock? 

A She always did when we babysat for her. 

Q So your best guess is then it was approximately 
two hours before that. 

A It must have been, yeah, because it was for sure a 
few hours before she got home. It wasn't when she 
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got home and it wasn't while she was home in the 
first place but it was while she had been gone. 

Q Do you recall how long -- had Trent Ewart been out 
that evening? 

A Yeah, he — he was out. That's why we were 

babysitting. Otherwise he'd be looking after his 
own kid. 

Q And do you have any recollection when he came home 
in relation to this disturbance? 

A I can't remember. It had to have been at least 
within the hour or so. 

Q Did you see any members of the Saskatoon Police 
Service that evening? 

A No. 

Q Around the apartment blocks? 

A No, not that I can remember. 

Q To your recollection did anybody come in, any 
member of the Saskatoon Police Service — 

A No, for sure. 

Q — come into the apartment? 

A No, they didn't. 

Q Did you see any Saskatoon Police Service vehicles 
outside the apartment? 

A No. Well, where we could see, we could only see 
— I guess that would be kind of like northwest. 
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Like, we couldn't see the main drag or nothing. 
Like, we were way at the back so we couldn't 
really see if — even if we were probably looking 
outside. 

Q Did you have any reason to look for or expect to 
see police officers that night — 

A I can't recall. 

Q — around that time? 

A I can't recall. 

Q When you saw — sorry, did you attend the funeral? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Did you see Neil's body? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q What observations did you make of his body? 

A I just saw all the cuts on his face, across his 
nose, the gash on it and just the bruising, and 
this is — he was just unrecognizable. I couldn't 
even — I just — I just couldn't believe it was 
him. 

Q When you saw him earlier on the 24 th , did he have 
any of those cuts or bruises? 

A None at all. Actually even when he came to the 
apartment he didn't have no cuts, he wasn't 
bleeding. If he was I don't think Claudine would 
have minded if we let him in, I'm sure of it. 




966 


Exam-in-chief G. Horse 
by Mr. Hesje 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


Q So when you saw him through the peephole he — 

A Yeah. 

Q — did not have any cuts or bruises. 

A No. 

Q Do you recall what he was wearing that evening? 

A That evening he was just wearing his — basically 
his trademark jacket, I guess, his blue jacket. 

It's kind of felt and leather and white — white 
and blue leather and jeans, I guess. 

Q Do you recall — do you recall whether he was 
wearing a ball hat? 

A I don't remember that. He might have. I don't 
know. 

Q Were you ever contacted by any members of the 
Saskatoon Police Service and asked 

Q Were you ever contacted by any members of the 
Saskatoon Police Service and asked about the 
events you've just described of the 24 th ? 

A Not even once, other than the RCMP and that was 
2000, like a decade after. 

Q Did you hear any rumours or speculation as to what 
happened to Neil, how he ended up where the body 
was located? Let me back up first but do you know 
where the body was locate? 

A It was in the north industrial area. 
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Q Right. 

A And I guess the only rumours I've ever heard to do 
with the Ps, I guess. Don't know where they 
started but that's all I heard and I don't recall 
who from. I doubted it anyways. 

Q Why was that? 

A Because we all knew each other and there ain't no 
way that we — if we ever had fights along the 
years of growing up there ain't no way any of us 
would ever do that kind of stuff to each other 
that far. 

Q Did you know GP? 

A I knew GP probably almost as long as I've known 
Jason Roy. 

Q Right. Did you ever receive any information from 

Jason Roy as to what happened that night? 

A It wasn't till a few years later he had come to 

the school I was going to and that's Joe Duquette 
High School on Broadway Avenue. It was after 
school and I had — I'd run into him on the 
outside, like right in the school front doors and 
he's — he just — he just told me that he was 
going to — well, he basically was saying, 
"Something's going to go down, Gary," he's saying 
to me. 
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Q Sorry? 

A "Something's going to go down," he says -- he says 

— and he is basically telling me that he can't go 

into details with me right away but he basically 
just said that — that he knows what happened to 
Neil. 

Q What was his demeanour? How would you describe 

him when he told you that? 

A Nervous. I don't know, I guess I was nervous for 
him and especially if he knew something that 
happened to Neil. 

Q Did he give you — other than saying he knew what 
happened to Neil did he tell you anything about 
what happened to Neil? 

A Well, there's a few times he told me, like in 

there -- I guess that would sound the same to me 
and I can't really remember when. I know it was 

— the first time was in probably in — or sorry, 
like '92-ish. The reason why I know that is 
because it was before my son was born, he was born 
in '94. And again, right after my son was born he 
told me that he had just -- he was approached by 
the police that night and that Neil was in the 
back of the cop car and just telling him to help 
him And I know if it were me I would have probably 
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said I didn't know him. If the cops asked me,do 
you know Neil Stonechild? I — 

Q Now, I just want to be clear. You said that was 
sometime after your son was born? 

A No, that was before my son was born -- 
Q Before your son — 

A — that he told me, yeah. 

Q Okay. 

A And but then he basically said the whole thing 

around '94, he basically kind of sketched me in 
the first time he told me and it wasn't until the 
second time he basically told me it all. 

Q So he told you more details in '94? 

A Yeah, he didn't — he didn't want to tell me the 
whole thing right away because — I don't know, 
for his own reasons, I guess. 

Q What — to your best recollection, what additional 

details did he provide you in 1994? 

A Well, I think he was very vague in '92 in telling 
me what had happened to Neil. In '94 he told me 
that he actually -- he actually — 

Q Sorry, you said in 1992 he did tell you that he 
saw him with the police? 

A Actually I can't really remember, like I know for 
a fact I knew before he had told us in '94 but I 
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know I remember being on the bus and telling me 
something's going to go down. Didn't really — I 
don't remember him getting into too much detail. 

Q Okay. 

A But it wasn't 'til the second time where I really 
knew, and I was just as shocked again to know 
that. 

Q Okay then, can you describe for us in as much 
detail as possible what he told you in 1994. 

A That he had left Neil at Snowberry Downs and I 
don't know whether this makes — I don't know, 
this comes to mind that he was at the 7-Eleven 
waiting or somewhere, then he continued back to 
the Binning residence. On his way back to the 
Binning residence he was approached — I don't 
know if he approached or if he was approached or 
if he came across a cop car with Neil Stonechild 
in the back seat pleading for help, I guess, and 
bloodied, and that they'd asked if he was Jason 
Roy or if he knew Neil Stonechild and he said that 
he didn't and his name was Tracey Lee Horse. And 
that was about it. 

Q Did Jason ever provide you with a description of 
one or — of a police officer he said was in the 
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A He did. 

Q -- Neil was picked up? 

A M'hm. 

Q What — how did — what description did he provide 
you with? 

A He described him as — well, basically it was like 
you know which one I'm talking about, it's the guy 
with the glasses, the mustache. He's about six 
foot something. They're pop-bottle glasses, I 
don't know. I remember who he was talking about 
actually. I knew he was talking about — that was 
the description of the person that I picture as is 
gathered from what he said, and it's clear because 
I've seen this guy around a lot of times. 

Q Now, what did you do with the information, if 

anything, that you received when Jason told you he 
had seen Neil in the back of the police car? 

A I didn't do nothing about it. I didn't say 
nothing about it. It wasn't my bag. 

Q Did you think that might be something that should 
be brought to the attention of the Police Service? 

A It should have been but I don't know whether or 
not I would be of any help. Jason was the one 
with all the evidence. 

Q Did Jason ever indicate to you whether he had 
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taken this information to the Police Department? 

A I think he might have. I'm not going to say he 
did or not but I think he might have. Actually 
just that time that I saw him on the bus, that's 
all I remember. 

Q Do you recall an incident of riding on a bus with 
Jason where he pointed out a passenger and said, 
"That's the person?" 

A Not quite. I just remember him saying, "Geez," 
he says, "look," he said, "that guy's five oh." 

And — 

Q Sorry, he's what? 

A He's five oh, a cop. I don't recall -- I don't 

remember the day. I remember the time but I don't 
remember the day and I don't even remember where 
we were going, but I remember this one time he 
said that and he said — and I said, "Where? 

Which one?" He says, "Never mind. Never mind." 

Q And did you get a look at this person? 

A No. 

Q You can't describe him? 

A The person on the bus? 

Q Yes. 

A No. If I would have seen that cop, like the cop 
he was talking about the time he described that 
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officer in the car, I would have recognized him. 
Because, like I said, I have seen him around way 
before this ever happened. 

MR. HESJE: Thank you, Mr. Horse, those are my 

questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Cross-examination? No one? 

MR. WORME: I wonder if this would be a good 

place for a break, Mr. Commissioner. I -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Would you like a break now? 

MR. WORME: Yes, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, we'll adjourn. 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 11:03 A.M. AND RECONVENED AT 11:19 

A.M. ) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Worme? 

MR. WORME, examining: 

Q Good morning, Gary, my name is Don Worme. I 
represent the Stonechild family. 

A Hi there. 

Q You — you know Stella Stonechild? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q You had been at her house as a — 

A As a kid. 

Q When you were friends with Jake and Lucille. 

A Yeah. 

Q She tells me you were a lot smaller then. 
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A Yeah. 

Q You were school friends with Neil. 

A Yes. 

Q You would have known him through — 

A Elementary and high school. 

Q Okay. You -- well, you would have known what kind 
of a student he was. I wonder if you could tell 
us a bit about that. 

A He was outgoing, always laughing — well, because 
of me, but I -- I made everyone laugh. That was 
my job. No, but he's a — he was a nice guy. He 
was outgoing. 

Q Talked to everybody? 

A Talked to everyone. 

Q Friendly with everyone? 

A Knew everyone. Knew everyone I knew, yeah. 

Q You weren't at all afraid to introduce him to your 
friends and — 

A Pardon me? 

Q You weren't afraid to introduce him to your 
friends. 

A No, no, actually we probably knew each other's 
friends anyways before we were introduced. 

Q He was athletic? 
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Yes, he was. 
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1 Q Very athletic as a matter of fact. 

2 A He was a wrestler, m'hm. 

3 Q He was a bit of a tough guy in that sense, he was 

4 a wrestler? 

5 A Yeah. 

6 Q He was in the cadets? 

7 A Yes, he was in the cadets. I remember that. 

8 Q Yeah. You've described him as friendly and 

9 outgoing. I gather you wouldn't say that he was 

10 much of a fighter or anything? 

11 A He was a fighter like just about everyone else, I 

12 guess. He stood his ground if he was challenged. 

13 Q Okay, like anybody. 

14 A Just like anyone else and he — even if you 

15 weren't athletic, you would. 

16 Q All right. You knew him as a championship 

17 wrestler? 

18 A Yeah. Yeah, he was a wrestler, he was — 

19 Q In fact he was quite good at it. 

20 A He was very good at it, yeah. He's probably one 

21 of the best in town, so I've heard. 

22 Q Medal -- medal winner. 

23 A Yeah. 

24 Q Did he ever show you his medals? 

25 A Actually I never got to see them. 
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1 Q But you -- he would have told you about that? 

2 A I knew about them, yeah. 

3 Q And you would know that he would have went to 

4 tournaments in Regina and elsewhere? 

5 A Yeah. I never actually saw him wrestle but I -- I 

6 didn't get to. 

7 Q Ball player? 

8 A Not ball. 

9 Q Soccer or any of those other games? 

10 A No. 

11 Q Did you play any of those with him? 

12 A No. 

13 Q You knew that he was in the cadets, though? 

14 A Yeah. 

15 Q You weren't in the cadets. 

16 A I wasn't in the cadets, no. 

17 Q You had a nickname for him as I -- as I think. 

18 You called him "Mr. Soldier" or something like 

19 that? 

20 A Me? No, I didn't. I don't think so. 

21 Q Okay. You mentioned his trademark blue white 

22 cloth — 

23 A Yes. 

24 Q — with leather patches. "Boys Town," would that 

be the insignia on the back? 
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1 

A 

No. 

2 

Q 

Or do you recall that? 

3 

A 

It said something about — something to do with 

4 


aboriginals and just that it was like a — kind of 

5 


like a school jacket. 

6 

Q 

Looked like a club jacket? 

7 

A 

Like a football — a quarterback jacket kind of 

8 


but with a blue and white leather and — or — and 

9 


a darker vest part. 

10 

Q 

Cloth and leather? 

11 

A 

Cloth and leather, yeah. 

12 

Q 

But you -- you certainly seem to recall quite 

13 


clearly at least the colour blue with the white — 

14 

A 

It was actually, yeah. 

15 

Q 

— white patches on it. 

16 

A 

After his passing his brother Jake, I think, wore 

17 


it or -- I think I might have seen him with it or 

18 


something like that. I might. 

19 

Q 

You're not real certain, I gather? 

20 

A 

No. 

21 

Q 

All right. It was a long time ago. 

22 

A 

Yeah. 

23 

Q 

Sure. 

24 

A 

Could have been a different jacket, I don't know. 

25 


Actually — 
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Q You mentioned that Jason had spoken to you and he 
had provided you with certain information. 
Initially it was rather vaguely delivered to you, 

I think is your comment. 

A Pardon me? 

Q Well, Jason told you about what he knew and I 

gather the circumstances you described, he was 

nervous? 

A Yeah. Yeah. On the bus in '92. 

Q This was on the bus in front of Joe Duquette 
School? 

A Yeah, this is actually at Joe Duquette getting 

onto the bus and then on the bus ride downtown. 

Q Right, and he was quite nervous in his discussion 
of this? 

A Yeah. 

Q He didn't want to tell you all of the details. 

Did he tell you some — something that — 

A Oh, basically that — that — just that something 
was going down. He didn't want to tell me 
everything or whatever and I just can't remember 
everything, you know what I mean, it's so long 
ago. But I know it had to do with him — him 
knowing what happened to Neil. 

Q You knew that then in 1992? Is that what he 
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communicated to you? 

A Yeah. 

Q And he seemed worried about that? 

A M' hm. 

Q Scared? He told you — 

A Yes. 

Q -- he had been to the police with that 
information, did he not? 

A Yeah. He told me that — he told me at one 

point, I don't remember when, but that he had gone 
to the police or talked to the police about it. I 
don't know when — when this was but I remember 
him telling me at one time that he told them but 
it basically — I don't know whatever came of it. 
Or if anything ever did, I don't know, or if he 
was just dismissed. 

Q Do you recall being on the bus with him when he 
told you that in fact he was on his way to the 
Police Station? 

A Yes. 

Q You recall that now? 

A Yes. 

Q And can you recall the conversation at that point? 

Would have this been in '94? 

A No, it couldn't have been. 
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Q It would have been earlier? 

A It would have been earlier for sure. 

Q And again, the benchmark that you use is the birth 
of your -- 

A Of my son. I wasn't at that school in '94 and I 
wasn't in there in '93. 

Q So is it likely that this conversation on the bus 
occurred in '92 when he told you he was on his way 
to the Police Station? 

A Yes. Yes. 

Q Do you know whether he got off at the Police 

Station? 

A No. I don't know. He might have went there but 

the terminal was on the next block of the Police 

Station -- from the Police Station, so — 

Q You didn't — obviously you don't know where — 

A I didn't escort him to the doors or anything. 

Q But your recollection is, is that he told you he 

was on his way — 

A He was on his way there, yeah. 

Q And do you know at that point in time what it was 
that he was going to tell the police? 

A Not entirely, no. 

Q But you had — 

A But I think he had to have let me on. I don't 
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know why I would be pulling this out of the air 
but he had to — he had to have said something to 
make me think he was going there to tell about 
what happened to Neil. A guy can't make stuff up 
like that. 

And what happened to Neil is what he told you in 

' 94. 

Yes. 

And you're certain about that. 

M' hm. 

And the essence of that was that he was approached 
by police on his way to the Binnings', was — 

To the Binning residence, yeah. 

— that the idea? Did he tell you that that was 
the same day that he had seen you and — and 
Lucille? 

Yeah. The same night actually. 

The same night? 

Yeah. 

And what do you recall about that night other than 
the incident that you've told us about, that is to 
say Neil coming to the house — coming to the 
apartment block, banging on doors? 

Other than what I had already said, I guess 
nothing really. I actually explained everything 
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to — to what I remember. 

Q In terms of the weather. 

A It's cold actually, really cold, I remember that. 
Actually we were — it was — it was abnormally 
cold night for November and we were -- I remember 
saying that — that too bad it just had to have 
been that night to be cold. 

Q Did Jason tell you that he used the name Tracy Lee 
Horse that night? 

A Yes. That's my brother Tracy. 

Q Do you know whether or not you told anybody else 
that or gave that information to anybody? 

A I might have told my wife. I'm not sure. It was 
just — it was just — I don't know, you got to 
understand that — that it's been over 13 years 
and anything that anyone tells you, whether it be 
someone important to you or someone not important, 
you don't really remember every last detail. 

Q But there's certain things that obviously — 

A Yeah. Yeah, for sure. 

Q — if it's traumatic or -- 

A M' hm. 

Q It can stick out in your mind or -- 

A Yeah, some things do, yeah. 

Q And especially joyous occasions. 
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A Oh, yeah. 

Q Like the birth of somebody's son? 

A Yeah, my son. 

Q You're obviously pretty proud of that. 

A Yeah. 

Q One would hope. Yeah. You're an entrepreneur. 

A Yeah. 

Q Were you the same age as Neil or are you? 

A He was actually a little older than me, he was 
like about a year. 

Q All right. We've heard something about Neil 

liked to party. 

A Yeah. 

Q Were you aware of that at all? 

A Yeah. Which kids didn't, I guess. I didn't but 

I — 

Q But you never drank with him? 

A I never actually had the chance to drink with 

Neil. 

Q But you would have — you would have drank. 

A Oh, for sure I would have, yeah, but at the time 

in my high school years I didn't -- I didn't 
drink. I didn't smoke. 

MR. WORME: Yeah, I think those are all 

the questions I have for you, Mr. Horse, thank 
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1 you. 

2 THE COMMISSIONER: Other examination? 


3 MR. 

HALYK, 

, examinincr: 

4 

Q 

Gary, we haven't met. I'm Si Halyk and I 

5 


represent the FSIN — 

6 

A 

I'm pleased to meet you. 

7 

Q 

— at this hearing. One of the things that this 

8 


inquiry is concerned about is the extent of the 

9 


police — that's the City Police investigation of 

10 


this death of -- of your friend Neil. 

11 

A 

M' hm. 

12 

Q 

And as I understand what you're saying, and I 

13 


don't know if you realize it but you apparently 

14 


are one of the last people to see Neil Stonechild 

15 


alive. 

16 

A 

M' hm. 

17 

Q 

And you believe that to have been somewhere around 

18 


midnight the 24 th or early morning of the 25 th . 

19 


That — that's my understanding? 

20 

A 

Yeah. 

21 

Q 

At the apartment block. 

22 

A 

Yes. 

23 

Q 

And you had seen him earlier and you'd been asked 

24 


about what he was wearing earlier. You weren't 

25 


asked about did you notice what kind of footwear 
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he had on. 

A I know -- I know for a fact he was wearing some 
Reebok tennis shoes. 

Q Oh, you do? 

A Yeah. 

Q And you're saying Reeboks? 

A Yeah, I remember actually. That might have been 

what he was wearing that night. I know that's 
what he was wearing — that's what he wore when we 
were in school and — at the same time. 

Q Okay, so you would suspect — and those would be 
white? 

A Yeah. Well, probably when they were new. 

Q Which? 

A Probably when they were brand new, I guess. 

Q Yeah. 

A But they're like whatever, tennis shoes. 

Q All right, but — when you saw him on the bus on 

that occasion — 

A I didn't have a — 

Q — do you have a specific memory of that? 

A No. 

Q It's — it's what he usually wore? 

A Yeah, just what he wore that — about the time 


25 


that this all happened. 
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1 Q Okay. And when he was at the apartment we're very 

2 clear from your evidence that you had a look at 

3 him and you saw no indication of any kind of 

4 bruising or cuts to his facial area whatsoever. 

5 A None whatsoever, no. None whatsoever. 

6 Q None whatsoever. And this was looking at him 

7 through peephole? 

8 A Yes. 

9 Q Okay, and you then realized at some point days 

10 later that — that you haven't seen Neil. Whether 

11 you were supposed to or not I don't know, but you 

12 didn't see him after that occasion, ever. 

13 A No. 

14 Q Not alive. 

15 A Not alive, no. 

16 Q And — and you did learn some days later that — 

17 that he was found dead out in the north — 

18 A — industrial area, yeah. 

19 Q — part of the city. And you went to the funeral. 

20 A Yes, I did. 

21 Q And you saw him. It was an open casket, was it? 

22 A Yes. 

23 Q And you saw him there? 

24 A M'hm. 

25 Q And how obvious or otherwise was it to you that — 
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that he had cuts on his nose. 

A It was obvious. It was like you could see them. 

He was right there, like I don't know. 

Q Well, like were they difficult to see? 

A No, they weren't. They were like wide. They're a 
good sized cuts on his face. 

Q Okay. Is it possible, in your mind, that somebody 
could have seen his body and not noticed that kind 
of markings on him? 

A No. I think if you asked everybody that went to 

the funeral and looked at his body they'd tell you 
the same thing I'm telling you right now. 

Q Okay, and you — you also indicated something that 
he was almost unrecognizable? 

A Yeah, to me and actually to a lot of people, they 
just were — it was like the talk after, like God, 
it didn't even look like him. 

Q What would make him unrecognizable to you? 

A Just the size, I guess, just the cuts, the bruises 
and I guess his face was swelling and his hair 
wasn't combed the way he'd comb it and whatever. 

Q Okay, but the main thing that stood out would be 
the cuts on the nose? 

A Yeah. 

Q And can you give us a better description of those 
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cuts? 
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They were just cuts on his face actually, on his 
nose, and it was like split open. 

So I mean would it be obvious to you or to anyone 
in your mind that there was some foul play here, 
that something had happened to him before his 
death? 

I guess you'd suspect, I don't know, just from 
seeing what I -- from what I saw. 

Okay. 

You'd suspect that there was foul play unless 
that's the way everybody looked when they died. 
Okay. And now obviously then this would appear to 
be a suspicious circumstance in his death and so 
who from the Saskatoon City Police came to take 
statements from you? 

Nobody. 

Nobody? 

Nobody. 

Like zero? 

Zero. 

Who from the Saskatoon City Police was in contact 
with you to see what your knowledge was of what 
may have happened to Neil? 

Nobody. 
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Q Nobody? 

A Nobody. 

Q Now, are you saying that shortly after or are you 
saying that this was the case for a long time? 

A This was up until I was interviewed by the RCMP, 
and that was in 2000. 

Q So you are telling me that regardless that you 
were the last people to see him, that it was 
obvious that there was foul play, that nobody from 
the Saskatoon City Police even took the time to 
phone and talk to you -- 

A No. 

Q -- let alone take a statement? 

A Nothing. 

Q Now, in your conversations with the RCMP, and I 
believe it's Constable Mayrs that you spoke with 
when you were spoken to in 2000? 

A What was his full name? 

Q I believe it's Mayrs. I'll check that for you. 
Brian Mayrs, maybe M-A-Y-R-S. 

A The RCMP that came to my house? 

Q Yes, yeah. 

A Might have been. I don't know. 

Q March 21 st , 2000, he came and taped an interview 

with you. 
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A Okay. 

Q So that's the first time that any police officers 
talked to you. 

A Yeah, about — 

Q About that. 

A About that, yeah. 

Q Now, you, in talking with the constable, had 
indicated that Jason had said something about 
talking to his Uncle Don. I think that may be 
even the Don that's right here, Don Worme? 

A Yeah. 

Q Do you recall saying something about that? 

A I remember saying something about that, yeah. 

Q Yeah, and — and that they had a conversation 

where at least according to Jason Roy that Jason 
was indicating that Don had said that he had to 
think about whether he gives a statement or not? 

A Something like that, yeah. 

Q Something like that. 

A Something like that, yeah. 

Q Because of what happened to — 

A What happened to Neil. 

Q — to Neil, and so he was concerned as a relative 
and a friend. 
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yeah. 
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1 


Q 

Now, do you know if Neil had two jackets? 

2 


A 

Do I -- did I? Actually, I don't really remember 

3 



that. 

4 


Q 

Like I'm suggesting that one was a Cree Nation, 

5 



blue and white? 

6 


A 

One was Cree Nation and — 

7 


Q 

Like a club jacket? 

8 


A 

— and supposedly like a plaid jacket underneath : 

9 



heard, I don't know. 

10 


Q 

Well — 

11 


A 

I remember seeing that, though. 

12 


Q 

And the other one I'm suggesting that he had was ; 

13 



blue and white Boys Town jacket, club jacket 

14 



style. 

15 


A 

No, I don't remember that. 

16 


Q 

Do you remember he wore the club type jackets? 

17 


A 

The club? I don't understand. 

18 


Q 

Sports-type jacket, bomber-type jacket. 

19 


A 

Like a football jacket? 

20 


Q 

Yeah. 

21 


A 

Yeah, that one. 

22 

MR. 

HALYK 

: Okay. Thank you very much, Gary. 

23 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: Other examination? 

24 

MR. 

FOX, 

cross-examinincr: 

25 


Q 

My name is Aaron Fox. I'm the lawyer that 
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represents Constable Hartwig, that's the little 
fellow that was sitting beside me for the last few 
days. I don't know if you saw him or not. 

A Okay. 

Q Just on the — on the clothes that you referred 

to, you'd have indicated that the jacket that you 
remembered, and I think when you described it you 
indicated it had some aboriginal sign or something 
on the back. It was blue? 

A I remember. 

Q It's been referred to now as a Cree Nation jacket. 

A Yeah. I'll just call it that, too, then. 

Q Do you remember if that was the sign on the back? 

A That had to do with that, yeah, Cree Nation. 

Q Okay. 

A Just to say I know exactly - I didn't really — 

I wasn't a fan of the jacket. I don't know. I 
didn't wish I had one. 

Q You did have one? 

A No, I said I didn't wish I had one, I don't know. 

Q Okay. What I'm getting at is that when you talk 

about an aboriginal sign it had some sort of 
designation on the back of it? 

A I think it had something to do with a reserve or 

something, I don't know. 
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Q Okay, and when Mr. Halyk referred to it as being a 
Cree Nation jacket do you know if that's what was 
on the back of it, like you seemed to agree with 
that and I was just wondering if you recalled that 
or not. 

A I'd have to see it again, I guess. 

Q Okay, but he referred to it as a — as having a 
"Boys Town" on it. That's not something that 
rings a bell with you? 

A No. 

Q And I'm jumping around here a bit. I apologize. 

A No problem. 

Q But just talking about when you saw Neil's body at 
the funeral, obviously it seemed to you pretty — 
pretty obvious in looking at it that something had 
happened to his face. That was your impression? 

A Yes. 

Q And I think you used the words, one of the 

suspicions was there had been some foul play. 
Whether that was the case or not, don't know, but 
certainly something had happened to his face. 

A Something, yes. 

Q And one of the thoughts was that, well, maybe 

somehow or other he got into some sort of trouble 
or altercation or fell or was struck or something 
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like that, that resulted in some bruises or cuts 
to his face. And again that — 

A Sure, I guess. 

Q And that would be speculation. 

A Yes. 

Q I'm sure everybody at the funeral was wondering 
what happened to Neil's face. 

A Yeah. 

Q Why does he look the way he does? 

A Yeah. 

Q That would be fair to say? 

A Oh, yeah. 

Q You mentioned, just going back — now I'm going to 
go back to November 24 th , 1990, that was the day 
that you and Lucille were babysitting at Trent 
Ewart's. 

A Yeah. 

Q At that time you and Lucille, were you sort of 
going together at that time? 

A Yes, actually. 

Q You'd have been 16 or 17 then? 

A I would have been 16. 

Q Sixteen? 

A Yeah. 

Q So just kind of dating together at that point in 
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time? 
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A For about six months, yeah. 

Q Okay, and I understand that you -- you mentioned 

you recalled it was an unusually cold night? 

A Yes. Yes. 

Q Was it windy? Was it windy that night? 

A I can't recall. I remember it was frigid anyways. 

It was cold. Might have been -- might have been 
windy. 

Q I'm just going to refer you again to the statement 
that has been referred to — and Mr. Commissioner, 
this is a copy. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

Q I just took the liberty of writing at the top of 

the pages the numbers so that when I refer to it I 
can identify what page it is. I'm on the fifth 
page of that statement. This is a statement, if 
you recall, that was referred to earlier where you 
were interviewed by Constable or Corporal Mayrs of 
the RCMP and I think you indicated you didn't 
recall his name but you remember when an RCMP 
officer came to your house and talked to you about 
Neil's death. 

A Yes. 

Q And I'm at the fifth page of that statement and 
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there was a question that was asked of you about 
the weather and I'll just read it to you and ask 
you if this refreshes your memory or not. 

A No problem. 

Q The question was, "Do you recall..." — this is 
about a third of the way down on that statement, 
"Do you recall what the type of weather, the 
temperature was that night?" And you answered, 

"It was really cold. I know that it was really 
cold because I had to walk from Lucille's to the 
— bus stop to Lucille's and now Lucille's to the 
bus stop and I was, like, really cold. It was 
really cold. It was like one of the coldest days. 
I know that. I know that 'cause it was like 
really ice cold plus it was windy. For a fact I 
know that was a cold day." I'm not sure if you 
recall giving that answer to the RCMP or not. 

That statement would have been given by you, and I 
can give you a copy of it — 

A I believe you. 

Q It would have been March 21 st of 2000, so — 

A Sure, must have been cold. 

Q You indicate — I don't think there's any doubt, 

based on what we've heard over the last week, that 
it was cold. 
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A Yeah. 

Q And I'm not challenging you on that in any way but 

you indicate that it was really ice cold plus it 
was windy. 

A Yes. 

Q Would that have been your best recollection when 

you gave your answer to the RCMP officer? 

A Possibly, yes. I can't — I can't recall exactly, 
like I said. 

Q And I appreciate at this point in time you have no 
specific recollection but you acknowledge at that 
time at least you described it — 

A It was cold, yeah. 

Q And you described it to him as being windy as 

well. 

A Yeah. 

Q Mr. Horse, do you know if you saw Jason and Neil 

on the bus twice that day? In other words, do you 
recall -- like as I understand it you took the bus 
— you and Lucille took the bus to Lucille's 
sister's place, Trent Ewart's place, that evening, 
that's when you were going over there to babysit. 
Do you know if you had seen them earlier in the 
day on the bus as well? 

A I can't recall. 
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Q And again it — I'm referring to the statement and 
it isn't very clear from the statement because I 
think you indicate some — not — uncertainty 
there as well, but at the top of page 3, well, I 
guess the question starts at the bottom of page 2 
and I'll read it to you again and see if this 
accords with your memory. You gave the answer -- 
this is fairly long and I'll read it and I can 
give it to you to read yourself but I'll try and 
read it all. Gary Horse — your answer was, "He 
was — it was the night — he was the night, the 
last people, like no one saw him after that night, 
that same night. I'm not too sure of the date but 
it was probably a Friday or a Saturday night. And 
I saw them on the bus and him and Jason got on the 
bus. I was on the bus before them and they got on 
in Fairhaven area and they were just asking me 
where I was going and what I was going to do 
tonight and stuff like that, and asked me if I 
wanted to go with them. Actually that's what Neil 
was asking me, to go with them and then I just 
said no, I was going to go babysit with Lucille at 
her sister's, at her sister Claudine's, and then 
he was asking me where — where it was and I said, 
'I'm not going to tell you, as if I want you guys 
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coming there.' It wasn't my place so I wasn't 
going to start inviting people over, basically and 
then — so him and Jason jump off in front of the 
bus stop — in front of — like that's another 
thing I don't understand it, they jumped off in 
front of -- because — 'cause the bus stop was 
right in front of Clayton's house but then when 
Neil..." -- so I'll stop there. I think that's 
pretty much consistent with what you've told us up 
until now. That would be correct, Mr. Horse? 

A Yeah. 

Q You guys were going to babysit. They were going 
to party. You obviously didn't want them coming 
over if they were partying — 

A Yeah. 

Q — and it wasn't your place in any event. 

A M'hm. 

Q Fair to say? 

A Yeah. 

Q And then — then it went on from there. "When 

Lucille said we saw them again I have a feeling 
like, like, but it was far out, like far, like it 
would be like my own -- I've been through a whole 
bunch of stuff through my life in the past 10 
years or 9 years, I get, like I don't remember 
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every little detail about everything. But I 
remember like that part. But then Lucille tells me 
then that we saw them again. But I was thinking 
about it. I don't know whether it was going on 
like from her house to her sister's or whether it 
was from — we went to Confederation Mall or 
something before we went to Claudine's, and then 
we saw them on the bus again. Like I'm not too 
sure. Like Neil -- like Lucille tells me we saw 
them. I don't know." Do you remember giving that 
answer to — to Constable — 

A It sounds familiar. I don't know. 

Q And it seems like you're trying to recall maybe 

you had seen them earlier in the day. 

A I saw them that night and I guess that's the most 
important time was when I saw them on the way 
there. 

Q Sure. 

A I don't know. That's all that sticks out in my 
mind. 

Q Okay, and it seems as though there's some 

uncertainty at least in the sense that maybe you 
had seen them in the day but certainly you don't 
have a — I appreciate you don't have a specific 
recollection of it but it's possible you'd seen 
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them earlier in the day. 

A Possible. 

Q And certainly no — no doubt in your mind, though, 
that when they got off they were getting off at 
the Clayton Binning residence? 

A That's where they were going, yeah. 

Q That's where Flora and Julie and — I don't know, 

did you know if Eddie Rushton lived there or not? 

A I'm not sure. 

Q Okay. 

A He might have. I know he had a — 

Q Okay, in any event, after they got off there and 

I'm not sure if you indicated a time. Do you know 
what time you think it was when they got off 
there? 

A It was around 8:30-ish. 

Q And that would have been kind of the last you'd 
have seen them until Neil showed up — 

A Until Neil came to the apartment. 

Q —over -- okay. Now, I just wanted to ask you 

about that for a bit. You guys are at the 
apartment, Trent and Claudine are out for the 
evening? 

A Yeah. 

Q By the time you heard the banging in the hallway 
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Trent was already home then? 

A Yeah. 

Q Do you know how long Trent had been home for? 

A Like I was saying earlier, it must have been about 

an hour at the most. 

Q Okay. 

A Half an hour or so, I don't know. 

Q Not very long. 

A Not very long at all, no. 

Q And the expectation is that Claudine would be 
coming sometime after that or would be home 
shortly, something like that? 

A Yeah, usually about 2:00-ish. 

Q Okay. And as I understand it you then hear the 

banging in the hallway and eventually there's a 
knock on your door? 

A Yeah. 

Q And that's when you look out the peephole and you 

see — 

A Neil Stonechild. 

Q — Neil Stonechild, and did you — did you tell 

anybody then, Neil's out here, Neil's at the door? 

A I just told Lucille, I said, "It's Neil," and then 
she looked. 

Q Okay. And what did Lucille do then? 
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A I don't remember. 

Q Did she — 

A No, she didn't talk to him, no. I didn't talk to 
him either, so — 

Q Nobody — nobody sort of said anything to him 
through the door? 

A One thing that stuck out in my mind is I remember 
Trent saying stuff, like, "Look buddy, nobody's 
here. There's no party here, buddy," like I just 
remember by the way he talked, "Buddy, there's 
nobody here. Buddy," kind of smart ass kind of, 
you know. 

Q Yeah. That was Trent's sort of way of talking? 

A Yeah, kinda. 

Q And at least what he seemed to be telling Neil, or 
at least whoever was out in the hallway, get lost 
or take off or -- 

A Yeah. 

Q — you're not getting in here, that sort of thing? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. Now, did — did Trent phone the police? 

A I don't remember that. At one time I said — like 

I said I did remember that. I don't know, like it 
seemed like he did but then I was told that he 
said he didn't so I was thinking maybe he didn't. 
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I don't know, like. 

Q Okay. Your recollection — 

A But my recollection, I don't remember him phoning 
the police. 

Q Well, again I'm going to just refer you to your 
statement again — 

A Yeah. 

Q — if I can -- 

A Okay. 

Q — and — 

A So if I said I didn't, then obviously it came from 
somewhere, right? You know what I mean? It's a 
memory, so — 

Q Yeah, like — 

A — it could be, couldn't have been, I don't know. 

Q I'm just referring to the statement, and this 

again is at -- I'm at page 4 of the statement, Mr. 
Commissioner, and this would be near the top and 
— and I'm just going to read what you told 
Constable Mayrs back in 2000, and I appreciate 
you've since heard — 

A No problem. 

Q — what Trent had to say but — 

A Yeah, no problem. 

Q Okay. Constable Mayrs says, "Okay, carry on," and 
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the paragraph goes, "So at the time I guess I 
don't know, somewhere after the bars close or 
whatever — whenever, when Trent got home, him and 
Claudine split up at the bar and she came home way 
later. But anyways, Trent comes home and there's 
a knock at the door. It's Neil. It's Trent's 
place. Lucille don't want Neil -- Neil to come in 
because it's not our place. We didn't invite them 
and he was -- he was probably intoxicated because 
he said he was going to go drinking. And Trent 
was tell him he can't come in, this is my house, 
you can't some in, you leave or I'll phone the 
cops. And then, so he does phone the cops. Cops 
arrive, Neil leaves. Cops arrive and the cops I 
hear -- I hear Trent talking to the cops in the 
hallway and they tell him that there's complaints 
in the whole building, somebody's been knocking at 
every door and looking for somebody or a party or 
something and it turns out it's Neil. And that's 
the last time I probably would have seen him. 

Like I looked — I wanted to look through the 
peephole and it was Neil. I didn't open the door. 
I just told Trent, Yeah, this guy's here, and I 
told Lucille, Yeah, Neil's here, and she, like, 
she didn't know why the - how - because he never 
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— Lucille, yeah, didn't know where Claudine lived 
so he was basically trying to find us, knocking on 
all the doors because Jason hadn't — hadn't been 
there either so he didn't know. So, you know, 
that's basically the last time I saw him was 
through the peephole." 

Now, at least in the answer that 
you gave to the officer you indicated that Trent 
had told him he couldn't come in and that he was 
going to phone the cops and that he did then phone 
the cops. And I think you actually repeated it 
later on at page f5 — at page 5 you were asked, 
"Were you..." — this is half way through, "Were 
you present when he made that call and you 
answered, "Urn, well, I wasn't — I wasn't 
listening. All I know is he was saying. Hey, 
there's someone knocking at my door. I don't know 
the guy and I just want — I just want to make a 
complaint, kind of basically thing." That was 
your answers then and your recollection, and I 
appreciate — 

A Yeah. 

Q --I'm sure you've heard many things about what 

happened that night from many people, but your 
recollection would have been that Trent did phone 
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the police. That's your own personal — 

A I guess then, yes. 

Q And your recollection would be as well that you at 
least recall, as best you could, Trent talking to 
the police outside in the hall, that was — 

A I guess so, yeah. 

Q — your recollection. And since then you've heard 
some suggestion, well, maybe Trent didn't phone 
the police or something, so then you, of course, 
logically begin to wonder, well, gee, am I 
mistaken or whatever — 

A M'hm. 

Q — but at least at the time you gave the police 

your recollection was Trent did phone the police. 
He told Neil he was going to phone the police. He 
did phone the police and eventually did talk to 
the police in the hall. That's your recollection. 

A Yeah, I guess so. But if you ask me in ten years 
from now it'll probably be another story, you know 
what I mean? Like another ten years from now it 
might be different, you know, like everybody will 
probably have to make out each other's faces 
again. 

Q Sure. Mr. Horse, I understand that completely. 
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Yeah. 
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Q And believe me, when you're answering my questions 
and — and it may seem absurd that I'm asking you 
to try to remember something from 13 years ago — 

A Exactly when I was a kid, you know. 

Q — but — but I don't have any choice about that— 

A Yeah. 

Q — because — 

A Oh, no, no. 

Q — November 24 th , 1990, is what this whole inquest 

is — or this whole inquiry is about. 

A Yeah. 

Q So it doesn't do me any good to make fun of the 

fact that it happened 13 years ago. 

A Oh, for sure. I'm just saying like I don't know, 

like — 

Q Because it did. 

A — I might have said two things then. 

Q Sure, but the things you said to the police, at 

least, when you were interviewed was that was your 
best recollection at that time — 

A Yeah. 

Q — was that Trent phoned the police. 

A M'hm, if there was a -- I don't know if there's a 
point — if there's an investigation that week I'd 
probably remembered more. 
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Q Sure, I appreciate that. Did you actually talk to 
the police? 

A When? 

Q On November 24, 1990. 

A No, I didn't. 

Q Did you talk to the police in 1990 at all? 

A Probably not. I could guarantee you it wasn't 
about Neil Stonechild, yeah. 

Q No, no, like in other words did you pass any 
information on to the police — 

A No. 

Q — saying, "By the way, I was at that residence as 
well." 

A No, no, not at all. 

Q Okay. And no recollection that when Trent phoned 
the police that night that he'd have said, "And by 
the way, Gary Horse is here at the residence as 
well?" 

A No, no recollection 

Q At the point in time when you -- let me ask this 
question. There's a point where Neil knocks on 
the door and you look out the peephole and 
identify it as Neil out in the hall. Any idea how 
long it had been before that, that you sort of 
heard any kind of ruckus or noise or whatever that 
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caught your attention? Or was the knock on the 
door the first or was it knocking on other doors? 

A It was — 

Q And again I'm asking you as best you can recall. 

A Basically, I don't know, I don't even want to say 

anything but — 'cause it just seems like — but I 
guess -- I guess I could say I can't really 
remember 100 per cent prior to the knock but I 
guess I could say no, other than we did — well, 
we had to have heard something. Well, it's like— 

Q Can I put it this way. Maybe you heard something 
before Neil knocked on the door but you can't 
specifically recall at that time? 

A Exactly. Exactly. 

Q I appreciate that, okay, and so I take it from 

that no idea from what you had heard in terms of 
how long Neil had been in the building, for 
example. 

A Yeah, I don't know how long that would be. If it 
was the top floor and — maybe 30 minutes. 

Q And from that — 

A If it was the third floor and he started at the 

basement and there's about 10 suites, say a minute 
or two per suite. Something like that. 

Q Okay, and that's just assuming he did start at the 
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bottom and work his way up. 

A Exactly, or if he even started at that building. 

Q Yeah. 

A Because there was probably one, two, three, four, 
five, six complexes, or four, in that area. 

Q So there was a number of apartment complexes 

there. 

A Yeah. 

Q The most Neil would have known, to your knowledge, 
was just generally that — 

A Snowberry Downs. 

Q Snowberry Downs. 

A Yeah. 

Q It could have been any one of those complexes 
then? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. I just want to talk a little bit about the 
time that Neil knocked on the door. What is your 
best recollection of when that time was? 

A It is after 8:00 and before 2:00. 

Q Okay. 

A A.M. 

Q Okay. Do you know if it was after midnight? 

A I can't say 100 per cent. 

Q Okay. 
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A But it was before 2:00 and after 8:00. 

Q Okay. The — and I'm going to just again refer to 

a couple of statements — to the statement that 
you gave again, and I'm at page 4 of that 
statement. Constable Mayrs asked you this 
question — and this is about two thirds of the 
way down, Mr. Commissioner, on page 4. "But do 
you have any recollection as to what time it was 
when — when Neil knocked at the door and the two 
police arrived at the apartment?" Then you 
answered, "It was probably five minutes later 
after Neil had left," so your recollection was the 
police were at the apartment about five minutes 
after Neil had left. Do you recall -- 

A I don't recall, no. 

Q No, okay. If you gave that answer to the police 
in March of 2000, that would have been your best 
recollection, I take it, at that time? 

A Okay, yeah. 

Q Would you agree with that? 

A Sure. I can't — I can't agree and I can't 

disagree because I might have, if that's what he 
says and if it has my signature on it then 
probably. 

Q Okay, and what we've got, it's a — it's a 
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transcript and I can show it to you. It's a 
transcript of the audio-taped interview that you 
gave. And I -- and all I -- and believe me, I 
don't want you guessing at things, but — 

A I know. I don't want to be guessing. It doesn't 
sound good — 

Q Okay, I'll just ask you -- 

A — and I don't want to say whether or not because 
I'm not 100 per cent sure either. 

Q Sure, fair enough. Again I put it this way. When 
you spoke with Constable Mayrs in 2000 you were 
obviously trying to be truthful in what you did — 

A Yes. 

Q -- recall? 

A Yes. 

Q And when you told Constable Mayrs that your best 

— that Neil — that the police arrived about five 
minutes after Neil left, that would have been your 
best recollection at that time. 

A At that time, yeah. 

Q In terms of saying today are you 100 per cent 
certain of that, you're not able to say that. 

A No. 

Q But at that time that's what you would have told 

the police and you'd have been trying to be 
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accurate at that time. 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Then the statement goes on, "Do you know 
what time —" Mr. Horse, "M'hm." Constable 
Mayers, it would have been?" And you 

answered, "It must have been somewhere between — 

I don't know, between the bars closing or right 
before the bars closed 'cause I don't think Trent 
stayed at the bar till it closed. I think he 
might have even came home at like 1:30 or 
something. See, it was between 1:30 and 3:30 in 
the morning, somewhere between there." You accept 
that's the answer you'd have given to Constable 
Mayrs then? 

A Probably, yeah. Okay. Constable Mayrs, starting 

from there? 

Q You don't — no, you don't have to read it out 
loud but if you want to read it yourself — 

A Okay. 

Q — go ahead. Okay. It looks like at least at the 
time you spoke with Constable Mayrs your best 
recollection was that Neil was at the apartment 
sometime between 1:30 and 3:30. 

A It looks like that, yeah. 

Q Okay. I think in fairness, Mr. -- Mr. Horse, you 
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then actually were interviewed by — by Mr. Hesje. 
Do you remember being interviewed by him and him 
— sorry? 

A No. 

Q Would that be by Mr. Martell? 

A No. 

Q Mr. Stack? 

A Yeah. 

Q Going down the list here. The fellow sitting 

beside Mr. Hesje, he asked you some questions as 
well about what happened that night? That would 
be correct? 

A Yeah. 

Q And I understand you were asked again at that time 
what the — what the time was and you indicated — 
I think you indicated at that time that it was 
somewhere between midnight and 2:00 a.m. that you 
recalled looking through the peephole and seeing 
Neil out there? 

A Yeah. 

Q Do you recall if that's what you told Mr. Stack? 

A I can't recall but I -- I guess it happened. It 

was just like a couple weeks ago, so — 

Q Okay, and the question was put to you by Mr. 

Hesje — 
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PLAXTON: Mr. Stack. 

Q Sorry, that's the first gentleman that questioned 

you? 

A Yeah, it was Stack? 

Q Yeah. 

A Oh, today? 

Q Today. 

A Okay, sure. 

Q Today, yeah. He said to you, "So your best guess 

it was two hours before 2:00 a.m. so it must have 

been about midnight that the police were there." 

It would be fair to say you're not able to say it 
was midnight. 

A I can't say it was at midnight but I could say it 
was before the bars closed and it was after 8:30 
that night. 

Q Okay, and at least when you spoke to the police 

your best estimate at that time was between 1:30 
and 3:30, and when you then spoke with Mr. Stack 
you put it at sometime between midnight and 2:00 

a.m. 

A Yeah, that night. 

Q Has it been suggested to you, Mr. Horse, that it 

must have been midnight or before when Neil was at 
the door? Has that been suggested to you? 
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A It could have been but from my — from my -- like 
from what I gather it had to have been between 
8:30 and 2:00 in the morning. 

Q I appreciate that. 

A It had to be, yeah. 

Q Yeah. But when you answered the police you didn't 

say 8:30. 

A Yeah, exactly, like I could probably think of some 
more things, you know what I mean. 

Q Sure. 

A But I -- I just can't at the moment. 

Q Yeah. When you answered them your best recollec¬ 

tion is it was later — 

A At the time, yeah. 

Q — and it certainly was well after midnight. That 
was your best recollection then. 

A At the time, yeah. 

Q I just want to go over your -- I think you've 
indicated that at least initially after Neil's 
death you were aware of the rumours that Neil had 
had some problems with the Ps and rumours that 
they were involved in Neil's death in some way. 

You were aware of that? 

A I heard. 

Q Okay, and did you hear any other names mentioned? 
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A No, just G. 

Q Did you hear the name Emanuel mentioned? 

A I might have. It might have, yeah. 

Q Again, I'm just referring to — referring to your 
statement — 

A Yeah. 

Q And Mr. Commissioner, this is a statement to the 
police. This is at the top of — of page 6. 

A To the police? 

Q Yeah, to the RCMP. 

A Okay. 

Q To the RCMP, sorry. And actually the question 

starts at the bottom of page five, Mr. 
Commissioner. I'll just read the question. "Was 
there any rumours to how he got there?" I'm 
assuming that's referring to how Neil ended up 
where he was found. 

A Yeah. 

Q "Ah, the rumour he got there is, like, there was a 
few rumours, like he got taken out there by GP 
because him and G were doing something together. 

G got mad or whatever and took him out there. And 
there was another one, urn, this guy Emanuel 
something - I don't remember his name - saw 
somebody throw — taking Neil out somewhere and 
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they — they're fighting or whatever." Did you 
tell -- do you accept that you told the police 
that? 

A I might have said that, yeah. 

Q Okay. 

A And when was that dated for? 

Q This was when you -- when you spoke to the RCMP in 

2000 . 

A Okay. Yeah. Yeah, I might have. 

Q And do you know where you heard the name Emanuel 
from? 

A No. I don't remember nothing about Emanuel, I 
just — 

Q Do you know — 

A I just — 

Q Did you know a person named Emanuel at that time? 

A The only Emanuel I know went to Joe Duquette High 

School, but no. 

Q Do you remember his last name? 

A No. 

Q Okay, and at least you indicated to the police 

that you'd heard something that there had been a 
fight, somebody saw somebody throw or taking Neil 
out somewhere. That's — 

A What I heard. 
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Q That's what you heard. 

A I guess so, yeah. 

Q And that's all you were doing was passing on to 
the RCMP — 

A Just passing on probably what I heard at the time, 
yeah. 

Q Yeah. 

A Probably. I guess so. 

Q You didn't know, but this is some of the stuff 
that you heard on the street. 

A Yes. 

Q As I understand it, sort of the circle — although 
you knew GP and, frankly, you knew Neil as well, 
it didn't seem like there was much socializing in 
the sense of weekends you weren't hanging out with 
those guys or getting together with them? 

A Not — never, basically. 

Q You were, at that time, pretty focussed on your 
school from what I can tell. 

A Not really school but I guess just my life. I 

didn't — I didn't -- I went to parties and stuff 
but I just didn't drink. 

Q Okay, so Neil and GP, they were moving in a little 
different crowd than you? 

A I never actually even -- I never really saw G and 
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Neil ever hang out. 

Q And never saw them hang out together? 

A No. 

Q And you were never at a party drinking with Neil 
that you yourself could even recall? 

A I have -- I think on a couple occasions I might 
have seen — seen them not drinking but 
intoxicated. 

Q Now, you -- you saw or at least you, at some point 
in time, spoke to Jason Roy and you talked about 
the different times that you spoke to Mr. Roy, the 
first time you indicated to him it was just 
outside the Joe Duquette High School? 

A Yeah. 

Q And at that time he said — just see if I've got 
what you indicated -- he said something about 
something was going to be going down. 

A Yeah, that sounds familiar. 

Q Okay. You said, "Something's going to go down. I 

can't go into details," that he knew what happened 
to Neil. 

A Something like that, yeah. 

Q And at that point in time you didn't get any 

details from him in terms of what he was talking 
about or whether he was referring to police or GP 
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1 or who he was referring to, just that he indicated 

2 that something was going to go down. 

3 A Yeah. 

4 Q Okay, and do you know if you got on the bus with 

5 him that day or if that was a different day you 

6 got on the bus with him? 

7 A I got on the bus with him that day, too. 

8 Q Okay, and when you're on the bus with him that day 

9 Do you know if that was the day he said he was 

10 going to go to the Police Station? 

11 A Yeah. 

12 Q Do you know that or are you assuming it's the same 

13 day? 

14 A Yeah, it's the same day. 

15 Q Same day, and he didn't tell you what he was going 

16 to tell the police, although you assumed it had 

17 something to do with Neil's death. 

18 A Yeah. 

19 Q Okay. And then the next time you'd have talked to 

20 him would have been a later point in time after 

21 that? You've indicated that you thought that the 

22 first time you spoke to him maybe was in 1992 or 

23 something like that? 

24 A M'hm, yeah. 

25 Q Okay, and then you'd have spoke to him again at a 
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later point in time. Was — was your son already 
born when you spoke to him again? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay, and your son was born, I think you 
indicated, in — 

A Ninety-four. 

Q — '94, and it would have been when you spoke to 

him later on, sometime after 1994, that you'd have 
got some details from him as to what he actually 
is supposed to have seen? 

A Yeah. 

Q Would that have been the first time you'd have 

heard from Jason that he had some knowledge about 
the — 

A About the whole thing? 

Q Like told you the story, so to speak? 

A Yeah. Actually even just thinking about it I know 
for a fact it was in '94 'cause where he told me 
is in Twin Gables. We lived in two suites, one 
was in the basement and when we had my son we had 
to move upstairs to a two-bedroom. 

Q Yeah. 

A And that's where he told me. 

Q Okay, and — 

A And that was in '94 for sure. 




1024 


Cross-exam G. Horse 
by Mr. Fox 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


Q And that would have been the first time he kind of 
conveyed to you, "I saw Neil in the back of the 
police car and he had blood on him," that sort of 
thing? 

A M'hm. 

Q Your answer — 

A And now even thinking about it, I think it might 
even have been '95 because my son was born in 
December '94, which would only give me a couple of 
weeks of '94 to know. 

Q Okay, so sometime — so then sometime after '94 
when he told you. 

A Yeah, well after my son was born, yeah. 

Q Okay, so if your son was born in December '94, 
sometime after that Neil then told you about 
actually seeing — or sorry, Jason then told you 
about actually seeing Neil in the back of the 
police car. 

A Yeah. Yes. 

Q Okay, and that would have been the first you'd 
have received that information — 

A Yeah. 

Q -- from Neil — or from Jason, sorry. 

A From Jason. 

Q Okay. Did Jason tell you or did Jason tell you 
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that he was having difficulty remembering the 
details? 

A I don't know. Maybe as much as I am. 

Q Yeah, appreciate that. You're doing a good job, 
don't worry. Again, stick to what you can 
remember and we'll be fine. 

A Yeah, for sure. 

Q Okay. 

A But now I don't know. 

Q Did Jason ever talk about, or was there ever talk 
about Jason going to a hypnotist or something? 

A I remember -- I remember something about that, 

come to think of it, that he was supposed to go to 
one or whatever to see what he could remember. 

Q So he thought if Jason went to a hypnotist that 
might help him remember the events of that 
evening? Was that sort of what your understanding 
was? 

A Something like that. 

Q Okay. And Do you know if you heard that from 
Jason or if you — how you heard it? 

A I heard that from Jason. 

Q From Jason, so he was talking maybe if he went to 
a hypnotist maybe they could hypnotize him and 
he'd remember better what happened that night. 
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something along those lines? 

A Yeah. 

Q Do you recall when that conversation took place? 

Would that have been again after your son was 
born? 

A I'm not sure. It must have been. Had to have 

been. Actually, it might not have been if I think 
about it 'cause I think I remember even -- I think 
it was Stella who wanted him to do that. 

Q Okay, so there was some talk, Stella was hoping 
that Jason, if he went to a hypnotist — 

A To do with a hypnotist, yeah, and — I don't know. 

Q Okay, so again, I'm sure everybody was still 

trying and certainly — certainly Neil's mom was 
still trying to figure out what happened to her 
son. 

A Oh, yeah. She still is. 

Q And if Jason — yeah — and she is, yes. Jason — 

if Jason was with Neil then maybe if he goes to a 
hypnotist maybe he'll remember better what 
happened that night and it'll help shed some light 
on what happened. That was basically what was 
being discussed. Would that be correct, Mr. 

Horse? 

A I'm sure. Yeah, I guess that's what they were 
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talking about. 

Q At some point in time there was — there was Neil 
— or Jason described for you or gave you a 
description of one of the police officers that he 
said he saw in the police car? 

A Yeah. 

Q Do you remember when that was? 

A No, I don't. 

Q Okay. 

A I just remember the conversation. 

Q Okay, and it would have been after your son was 
born? 

A Actually, yeah. I think it might have — it might 
have been, yeah. 

Q Okay, and the recollection was that he was 

describing a fairly tall police officer, six feet 
tall or better? 

A Yeah, something like that. 

Q And the officer — 

A Moustache. 

Q -- he referred to had a moustache? 

A And glasses. 

Q And glasses, and the glasses you — you sort of — 
you had a pretty good idea who he was referring 
to — 
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A Yeah. 

Q — because he was talking about a guy who had 
thick glasses? 

A Well, magnified his eyes, I guess, a little. 

Q Okay. 

A When he looked at you. 

Q You referred to them as pop-bottle-bottom glasses? 

A Yeah, something like that. 

Q Okay. 

A Not like a — like extremely thick. I don't know 
what you call that, nearsighted or farsighted, I 
don't know. 

Q But that's — it seemed to magnify his eyes, in 
any event? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay, and that was who he described as being one 
of the police officers that he had seen in the 
car — 

A Yeah. 

Q — with Neil that night. Okay. And did he point 
that officer out to you? 

A No, he didn't have to. I kind of knew who he was 
talking about anyways. 

Q So he gave you a description of a police officer 
and you had a pretty good — or you felt you knew 
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which officer he was talking about, having seen 
that officer and dealt with him in the past? 

A Yeah. 

Q I'm just — would this be a description of -- of 
the officer that you're referring to that you and 
Jason were discussing, "Six-foot-some tall -- 
tall, dark-haired, curly guy with glasses. When 
he looked at you his eyes were big because of the 
way his glasses were. Every time he looked 
directly at you his eyes would magnify." 

A Yeah, that's what I said. 

Q That would be an accurate description of the 
person you're referring to? 

A Yeah. 

Q And based on what Jason told you, you understood 

that was a description of one of the officers that 
he saw in the police car that night with Neil? 

A Yeah. 

Q Do you know if Jason ever told you that he had 

actually spoke to the police and the police asked 
him if he knew who was in the back of the police 
car? 

A Yeah, that's what he says. 

Q Do you know if he said that or if that's just 
something that you read later on in the — 
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A That's what he said to me. 

Q Okay. I was just wondering about that 'cause — 
I'm just, again, I'm referring to your statement. 
This is at page 2 of the statement, about half way 
through, there's an answer you give to the police. 

A The RCMP? 

Q Okay, I'll read this to you and just ask you if 
this is correct. "From here on about — about 
what he said Neil, ah, is what I didn't even know. 
He said that Neil -- Neil was in the back of the 
cop car bloody and that's what he told me before, 
but he didn't tell me that the police stopped him 
and he asked him if he knowed Neil Stonechild and 
he said no. He said, 'Is your name Jason Roy?' 
and he said, 'No.' He didn't tell me that, I 
actually read that part in the paper and then — 
then what he said was he was in no position to say 
he was Jason Roy either because he saw what 
condition Neil was in and didn't want to get in 
the back of the cop car either." 

A M'hm. 

Q It seems to me that, from that answer -- first of 
all, do you recall giving that answer to Constable 
Mayr? 

A Yeah, yeah, I guess, yeah. 
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It seems from that answer that you're indicating 
that — that Jason didn't tell you anything about 
the police — 

Yeah, it must have been something I read then, 
yeah. 

That would have been something you read in the 

newspaper -- 

Yeah. 

-- reports about this? Do you recall if, when you 
saw Jason and Neil that day, earlier in the day 
before you met up with them later on at the 
apartment, if they asked you actually where you 
were babysitting at, what the apartment was? 

No, I know for a fact I didn't tell them. 

Do you know if they asked, though? 

Oh, for sure, yeah. 

Okay, and you didn't tell them because — 

Well, like I said, it wasn't my place. 

— you didn't want — didn't want them to know 
where it was for a concern that if they were out 
partying and drinking that they would come there? 
Or it wasn't my place. 

I think I'm just about finished, 

Mr. Commissioner, I'll just take a look. 

Did you know if Neil was unlawfully at large at 
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that time, Mr. Horse? 

A I guess I could say yes. I -- I kind of remember 
-- remember both of them being. 

Q Do you know? 

A I don't know for a fact. I don't remember 
actually. 

Q Okay. Did Jason ever discuss with you whether he 
actually had spoke to the police or what he said 
to the police? Did Jason ever discuss that with 
you? Like you mentioned that you can remember 
being on a bus and he indicated he was going to go 
to the police and tell them something about Neil's 
death. Did you ever — did he ever — 

A I remember him telling me he talked to them and — 
but I don't remember when exactly. 

Q Okay. Or what he said to them or what was 
discussed with them? 

A I don't want to say. I can't really say. 

Q Okay. Did he ever tell you that he'd given the 
police a false statement? 

A No. 

Q And do you remember an occasion when Neil pointed 
out somebody on the bus and he said, "That's five 
oh?" Would I be correct? This was somebody on 
the bus who wasn't in uniform but he was — Neil 
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— or sorry, Jason was pointing out to you that 
that's actually a police officer? 

I remember him saying something like that but I -- 
I still -- I still say it, like I remember saying, 
"Where? Where?" "Never mind." 

Okay, so he said — 

I didn't see a police officer. 

He didn't actually point anybody out to you then. 
He just said something. 

He said basically — that's all I -- 
And whether or not — 

Just it shocked me what he said, "Gary, that's 
five oh right there. Don't look." Or, "Where?" 

Or whatever. Or, "Forget about it." 

Okay, so whoever he was referring to, you never 
actually saw the person then? 

No. 

Okay. And in terms of whether that person, 
assuming he was referring to a police officer, 
whether that person was somebody who was around or 
he'd dealt with on November 24 th or 25 th , 1990, 
that wasn't said either? 

I don't remember. 

Thank you, Mr. Horse, those are all 
the questions I have. Thank you. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: 


Will there be other examination of 


Mr. Horse? 

MR. PLAXTON: Yes, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Then I think we'd better adjourn. 

MR. PLAXTON: Thank you. 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 12:24 P.M. AND RECONVENED AT 1:59 


7 P.M.) 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Plaxton? 

MR. PLAXTON: Thank you, Mr. 

Commissioner. 

MR. PLAXTON, examining: 

Q Mr. Horse, my name is Drew Plaxton, I represent 
the Police Union. Dealing with your discussions 
with Mr. Roy, as I recall at one point in your 
evidence I think you were saying the first time he 
told you about this was about '92, is that 
correct? 

A Yeah, about. 

Q Give or take. And as I recall the expression you 
used was, he was vague. Now are you meaning he 
was — he didn't seem to recall what had happened 
or — 

A I'm sure — I'm sure he knew because that's all he 
wanted to disclose to me, I guess. 

Q Well, he — something like something's coming 
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down? 

A I guess, yeah. 

Q This was two years after Neil had died, right? 

A Yeah, 11 years ago. 

Q Okay. Now did he at any time describe to you a 
version of his story where he was hiding behind 
garbage cans or trash cans or something similar? 

A I can't remember. 

Q Well, okay, you recall '92 and '94, give or take? 

A He might have, I don't know, like I said. Like he 

might have told me that. 

Q Okay. Could he have — what other versions of 
this tale did he tell you? Can you recall any 
other versions? 

A Pardon me? 

Q Can you recall any other versions of his story? 

A No, they're pretty much the same other than the 

fact that the second one is a little more 
detailed. 

Q Did he — 

A The first story was basically to say that he had 

something to tell the police about Neil's death. 
The second story was what he had to tell. 

Q Okay. He didn't seem afraid at any point of going 
to the police? 
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A Didn't seem. I don't know, I guess he might have 
been because I probably would have. 

Q Okay. Well, when he was off to catch the bus, 
there was no big deal, he was off to see the 
police? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. And when was it he told you Uncle Don told 
him not to tell the police? 

A I can't even recall. 

Q Approximately. 

A It was after he went to the police he told me 

about that incident. 'Cause I think -- I think 
that came up as "Why didn't you say something 
before 'cause of that?" " 'Cause Uncle Don told me 
not to." 

Q Okay. So what he was telling you was Donald Worme 
told him not to tell the police? 

A Something along those lines, I guess. 

Q Okay. And to your understanding, Mr. Worme is — 
or was Mr. Stonechild's uncle, is that correct? 

A No. 

Q Oh, he's not his uncle? 

A Jason Roy's uncle or Neil Stonechild's? 

Q No, I'm sorry, Jason Roy's uncle. 

A Yeah, Jason Roy's uncle. 
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Q Yeah, okay, that was my mistake, I'm sorry. Yeah, 
okay. Now you've heard your wife discuss what 
Neil was like when he had been drinking. And your 
evidence, as I recall, you didn't do much drinking 
with Neil, if any at all? 

A No. 

Q Mr. Roy, and I'm speaking of Jason Roy — 

A Yeah. 

Q — during this period of time around Neil's death, 
say 1990, give or take a year or two after that, 
did it seem he was doing a lot of drinking? 

A I guess he drank as much as everyone else. Seemed 
like everyone, like if it wasn't this person, it 
was the other person. 

Q Okay. And by that am I to take it everyone drank 
quite a bit? 

A Just average drinking, just teenage drinking. 

Weekends, everyone wants to drink. 

Q Okay. You weren't into that yourself? 

A No. 

Q Okay. You've described Neil's shoes I think as 
being Reebok sneakers. Was Neil in the habit of 
wearing them tied up or not tied up? 

A Tied up. I think all of us were, tied up. 

Q Concerning rumours you had heard or what you know 
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of the P. family, now, number one, did you become 
aware of the fact that it appears Neil had been 
beaten up by one or more of the Ps a month or so 
prior to him dying? 

A Was I aware of what? 

Q That Neil apparently had been beaten up by the P. 
family a month or so before he had died? 

A A month? I don't know — 

Q Or thereabouts. 

A Well, actually, I remember that there was an issue 
to do with guns or whatever. 

Q Okay. 

A I don't know whether or not that was a month or 

two or three ago, it's more like summertime, not 
winter. 

Q Okay, that's what I'm talking about — 

A Yeah, okay. 

Q — is the gun issue. Okay. And this was 

knowledge on the street that there was something 
involving the Ps and Neil and guns? 

A I don't even think I really knew about it until 

probably when I heard from someone else or my wife 
maybe. 

Q Okay, was that after Neil passed away or -- 

A I think it was before. 
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Q Okay. 

A Actually, it was before. 

Q And would it be fair to say that at that point in 
time, at least, the P. family was fairly well 
known as being some fairly tough people? 

A They're just people. I don't know, I guess anyone 
can be tough when they want to be. 

Q Well, they're very tough people, aren't they? 

A I guess so. 

Q A lot of people were afraid of them? 

A I'm not sure about that. 

Q Well, do you have any personal dealings with them? 

A No, I don't. 

Q Okay. 

A Never. 

Q Okay. Now I think you were telling us that -- 

looking at the statement — do you have the 
statement you gave Officer Mayrs in front of you 
there? It would be the typewritten document. It 
was — 

A Mayrs? 

Q Yeah. 

A Or Warner? 

Q I think it's Mayrs, if I'm correct. 
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This is the Lucille, if that's the one. 
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Okay, maybe you don't have the right document. 
Maybe if I — before I get into that document, 
sir, one issue I just want to touch on briefly. 

Mr. Halyk, I think, was asking if you had been 
interviewed by the City Police and the answer to 
that was no. 

Yeah. 

Yeah. Your wife was, however, wasn't she? 

That's what she says, yeah. 

Yeah, Tracy Ewart was as well, do you know that? 
Pardon me? 

Tracy Ewart, do you know Tracy? 

Trent Ewart? 

Or Trent, I'm sorry. 

Probably, I'm not sure. 

Okay. 

I don't actually -- I knew him going to elementary 
school and he's my nephew's dad, and I've never 
spoken to him for probably 12 years. 

Okay. Trent is dead, is that what you — 

No, that's my nephew's dad. 

Oh, oh, I see, okay. Anyway, looking at that 
document, sir, do you recognize what's written 
there? 

M'hm. Well, if I read it, probably, yeah. 
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Q Okay. Well, looking at the beginning of it does 
it seem like — 

A Okay. 

Q Okay. Now you were being asked about the Ps and 
Emmanuel. You mention Emmanuel in that document, 
but I think you testified you don't really know an 
Emmanuel. 

A No. 

Q Okay. Now was there a rumour on the street that 
someone known as Emmanuel had seen the Ps throw 
Neil out of a vehicle or something like that? 

A I don't know about that. 

Q Okay. If you can look at the - I believe it is 
page 6. It starts out with "Gary got mad or 
whatever", do you see that page, sir? 

A Six? 

Q I think it's six. Mine is not numbered, nor is 

yours. Go to the — 

A The part about Jake being picked up by that 
officer? 

Q No, it's the third page from the back. 

A Third page from the back? Okay. "Gary got mad or 
whatever." That one? 

Q Yeah. 
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Okay. Now there it says "Gary got mad or whatever 
and took him out there." Now that would be GP 
you're speaking of, the rumour being that GP 
took Neil out there, meaning the north end where 
he was found? 

Okay. 

Is that correct? 

Yeah, probably. 

Okay. "And then there was another one, urn, this 
guy, Emmanuel something - I don't remember his 
name - saw someone throw — taking Neil out 
somewhere and they —" 

Okay, yeah. 

"— they're fighting or whatever, but then like, 
ah, everybody that — that was involved in those 
rumours said I never even saw him that night and I 
was never around him, near him, and if he was, he 
-- Jason Roy wouldn't have seen him because Jason 
was with him all night, and Jason said no, we 
weren't with that people that night", and then it 
goes on from there. 

Okay. 

What you were relating to the officer concerning 
this person called Emmanuel, can you give us 
anything further on that? 
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A Probably something I remembered back then, I don't 
know. It might have had something to do with it, 

I don't know. 

Q Okay. And then it goes on to say "Jason kept 

saying it wasn't him, it wasn't him", in relation 
to P . 

A Well, I kind of assumed it wasn't P. anyways. 

Q Okay, you don't know if that's what he was saying? 

A No. 

Q Okay, you just assumed it was P, okay. 

A Well, this is hearsay anyways, like I was saying 
this is what I probably heard back then. 

Q Oh, sure, we've heard a lot about what Jason — 

A Yeah. 

Q -- Roy has told people. 

A Not even just Jason, or even just from other 
people, like. People talk and I hear it from 
everywhere. I hear it from people today, you 
know. 

Q Oh, sure, and I — you know — 

A Not just Jason. 

Q — I understand that — you know, you're not 

saying that you saw this happen -- 

A Yeah. 

Q — it's just this is what Jason told you or 
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someone else told you? 

A Possibly, yeah, possibly. 

Q Okay. Now, I think you said also that you knew 
the Ps from when you were kids and so forth? 

A Yeah. 

Q And you didn't think that the Ps would do this 

sort of thing to Neil? 

A I didn't think anybody would. I mean not really 
not in — 

Q Yeah, I — 

A Not a 16 or a 15-year old kid, you know what I 
mean? Kids don't do that. 

Q Well, maybe not intentionally, right? But if 

someone — you know, if they dropped Neil there or 
someone dropped Neil there, they didn't — 

A But they — 

Q — mean for him to die? 

A Whatever, yeah, I guess. Like there's no reason to 

drop him off out of town that far, or whatever, 
you know. 

Q Well, what you knew of the Ps at that point was 
that they had beaten Neil over the gun deal, 
right? 

A Yeah. 

Q And a lot of people were afraid of them? 
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A Of Neil or the Ps? 

Q Of the Ps. 

A Oh, possibly, I don't know. I guess it depends 
who you were. 

Q Certainly from what we knew, for them to beat 
someone up isn't out of line? 

A I don't know. 

Q Well, given what you saw with Neil? 

A I didn't actually see Neil after he was beaten by 
them, I just heard about it. 

Q Okay. There's a lot of we just heard about 
everything here, but from what you heard — 

A Yeah. 

Q — it seemed that they — you know, beating Neil 
up to take the guns or whatever was not out of 
line for them. 

A Sure, I guess. 

Q Okay. And to throw someone out of a car somewhere 
to scare them may not be out of line either? 

A Of course not. 

Q Yes. Thank you, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other questions? 

MR. ROSSMANN, examining: 

Q Mr. Horse, this morning I understood you to say 
that Jason pointed out the officer that he said 
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stopped him, or that he dealt with on November 
24 th ? 

A Actually, I said he tried pointing it out — 

pointing him out, but I couldn't see him at the 
time. 

Q Okay. But I thought he also — 

A He then later on, on a later date, explained how 

he looked, and I knew that officer from the past. 

Q Okay, that was — that's what I was getting at. 

A Oh, no problem, yeah. 

Q So you know this officer? 

A I don't know him personally, but I've seen him 
around. 

Q Do you know his name? 

A And that's probably the only — the only one that 
I could describe. 

Q Do you know his name? 

A No. 

Q Did you not tell the ROMP that this officer did a 
search warrant at your house one time? 

A Yes. 

Q And he was not nice to you? 

A Well, not nice, but I mean, like — 

Q Wouldn't let you smoke or something? 

A Yeah. Or something like that. 
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But you don't know his name? 

I don't know his name at all. There was a bunch 
of officers at my house that one time. 

Okay. Do you know when that occurrence was in 
terms of the search? 

Probably when I was about 16 or so. 

You said that you got charged with a B and E after 
that? 

Yeah, it was -- I don't remember the day, but it 
was a B and E and I lived on Avenue H. 

Do you know what year that was? 

No. 

You said when you were about 16, somewhere in 
there? 

About there, but I don't know what year it was, I 
just said — 

Okay. Did you ever complain to the Saskatoon 
Police about the treatment of that officer? 

No, I never would. No one does. I've been 
treated worse by other cops. 

So that was it, this — even though — 

I just knew who he was — 

— even though Jason — 

— that's all. I was letting Jason know that I 
knew who he was talking about, and that's it. 
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Q Okay. But you never did anything about that — 

A No. 

Q — and you don't know whether or not Jason did? 

A No. 

MR. ROSSMANN: Okay, thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other questions? 

MR. WORME: I do have something by 

way of re-examination, Mr. Commissioner, unless 
there is anybody else. 

MR. WORME, re-examining: 

Q Gary, just in relation to the question raised to 
you by Mr. Rossmann, you answered, "No one would 
ever complain about treatment at the hands of 
police." 

A Yeah. 

Q Why — 

A I've actually heard a lot of stories. 

Q Why wouldn't you complain about treatment that you 

would have received at the hands of the police? 

A It's accepted. There's a lot of that stuff. You 
don't even have to be as bad as some other people, 
they'll treat you the same. 

Q Okay. Well, you were involved in B and Es and 
that sort of thing at that time? 

A I did all that stuff when I was a kid. When I was 
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a kid I did everything everyone else did. 

Q But you've managed to change your life? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. So was that the same reason Jason didn't 

complain about — 

A Oh, for sure, for sure. 

MR. WORME: Thank you. 

MR. PLAXTON: Personally, I would suggest this is 

not proper, quote, "re-examination", but I mean 
we're beyond the realm. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You're excused. 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, I wonder if we 

could have five minutes? I thought I had alerted 
all counsel I was going to call Ms. Valiaho after 
lunch, but I neglected to mention it to 
(inaudible) and he doesn't have a copy of her 
statement and I don't have a spare one, so if we 
could have five minutes I could get one. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well, Mr. Hesje. 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED BRIEFLY & RECONVENED) 

BRENDA VALIAHO, sworn, testifies: 

MR. HESJE, examining: 

Q Ms. Valiaho, the Rules of Practice and Procedure 
established at this Inquiry provide that all 
witnesses must be advised that they have the 
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protection of section 37 of The Saskatchewan 
Evidence Act and section 5 of the Canada Evidence 
Act. These statutory provisions state that 
testimony that may tend to criminate you, tend to 
establish liability to a civil proceeding, and 
which testimony would not be compelled to provide 
at common law, shall not be used or admissible in 
evidence against you in a criminal trial or other 
criminal proceedings against you, other than the 
prosecution for perjury in the giving of evidence 
or the giving of contradictory evidence, and shall 
not be used or receivable in evidence against you 
in any civil proceeding or any other proceeding 
under an act of the Legislature of Saskatchewan. 
You are hereby advised that such protection shall 
apply without you expressly invoking such 
protection. 

Ms. Valiaho, can you provide 
us with a little bit of your professional 
background, your training and education? 

A Do you mean all my credentials, or do you mean how 
I have come to be involved? 

Q No, your credentials generally, your post¬ 
secondary training, if you could just walk us 
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through that? 

A Okay. I have a Bachelor of Arts degree. I also 

have a — sorry, I wasn't expecting that question. 
I have four university degrees, the last being a 
Master's in Educational Psychology. 

Q Okay. I don't think you were expecting this one 
either, but just briefly your work history, 
whatever it is you've worked in, maybe starting 
with where you are now. 

A Okay, I'm at the Government Correspondence School. 
I'm a distance education teacher. It's — the 
employer is Saskatchewan Learning. This is my 
ninth year there. Previous to that I worked with - 
- sorry. Social Services, and I was a teacher at 
Kilburn Hall for nine years, the Youth Detention 
Centre. Previous to that I was a high school 
teacher in Esterhazy for three years. Before that 
I worked under the Department of Indian Affairs 
for three years on a reserve in northern 
Saskatchewan, Dillon, and that's my teaching 
experience. 

Q Now you mentioned you were a teacher at Kilburn 
Hall for approximately nine years? 

A That's right. 

Q Can you recall what years that was? 
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A Sure. I was hired in June of '86 and I left in 
June of '95 to move to Regina. 

Q Okay. Can you just explain what that involved, 

were there actual regular classes held at Kilburn 
Hall or — 

A Yes, I was hired as a teacher/therapist under 

Social Services. We had regular classroom times. 
There were four teachers at that time, three and 
myself. We had rotating classes, and we had a 
class for each of the four units, and so the 
students would rotate through the classrooms on a 
regular periodic schedule, just like at a school, 
at a high school, and they moved with their units, 
so there could be up to 13 students in a classroom 
at a time, or as many as who were on the units at 
the time. 

Q I believe you indicated you were hired as a 
teacher therapist? 

A Yes. That was our title. 

Q And what is the therapist component of that? What 
does that require of you? 

A At that time it didn't require a Special Ed. 

degree. I believe it does now, but at that time 
it did not. But that was the implication, that 
there be some specialized skills beyond regular 
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classroom teaching, or perhaps some experience 
that would be beneficial to that role. 

Q Does that — would you be involved in actually 
counselling as opposed to teaching? 

A No, not, not — not in a recognized capacity, but 
it certainly was part of the day-to-day, as you 
can appreciate the turmoil that many students 
would have experienced on a day-to-day basis. 

Q And prior to 1991 had you had experience in 
counselling young offenders or youth? 

A I think it was part of my nature, yes, and I also 
was the cultural program coordinator, working very 
closely with John Cuthand in -- he's a pipe 
carrier and a sweat lodge holder, so I think my 
role went beyond the classroom, also. So I would 
say that I was in a much larger capacity to 
counsel than perhaps a regular, regular teacher- 
therapist. Perhaps. 

Q While you were at Kilburn Hall did you have any 
dealings with Jason Roy? 

A I'm sorry? 

Q Did you have any dealings with Jason Roy at 
Kilburn Hall? 

A Dealings? 

Q Yes. 
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A I knew Jason. 

Q Was he a student of yours? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you recall what time period? 

A No, I'm sorry, I don't. 

Q What observations did you make of him as a 
student, can you tell us anything about his 
scholastic endeavours? 

A I don't recall specific records. He was sincere, 
well spoken, good reading ability. I was the 
English and art teacher, so I would have been 
focused more on reading and art. That's about — 

Q Now it's my understanding at some point you did 

speak to Jason Roy about a matter that was causing 
some trauma for him? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you explain how that came about, and what you 
recall? 

A Sure. In '89 I was accepted into the Master's 

Program at the University of Saskatchewan, and in 
'91 I was doing my practicum in counselling. I 
took a half time leave from my teaching position 
in September, '91 to December, '91, so that in the 
morning I was employed by Social Services working 
as a teacher-therapist in the morning, and then in 
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the afternoon I was not employed, I was doing my 
practicum. I was not paid by Social Services for 
that. So in the afternoon and in the evening I 
was this practicum student doing a counselling 
practicum. So caseworkers within Kilburn Hall, 
like students would have a caseworker in Kilburn 
hall, they would also have sometimes a caseworker 
in their community, or outside of Kilburn. So 
inside Kilburn Hall workers would refer youth to 
me to see on a counselling basis, and Jason's 
counsellor referred him to me prior to his being 
released. 

Q You said Jason's counsellor. Do you mean 
caseworker? 

A Yes, caseworker, that's what I meant, sorry. 

Q And as a result of that referral did you meet with 

Jason Roy? 

A Yes. 

Q Tell me what happened. 

A I met with him twice, the first time was very 
brief. And as you can appreciate, it was a 
counselling session and in that session it was a 
beginning session. I won't go into the specifics 
of that session. The next session, which was 
close after that — the initial concern was that 
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Jason was having a lot of difficulty sleeping, and 
so in the next session that was what we focused 
on, and that's what I think you want to know 
about. 

Q Now did he say anything to you specifically about 
Neil Stonechild in those counselling sessions? 

A Yes. 

Q And can you tell me what he told you? 

A Okay, I'll start from the beginning and it's a 

little bit of a story. Basically Jason, and Jason 
has given me permission to talk about this, it was 
a counselling session and he has given his 
permission. 

PLAXTON: Mr. Commissioner, I don't want to 

interrupt the witness, but I think people should 
be aware of the fact that we will be suggesting 
she cannot pick and choose what she wants to 
disclose to us. If we're to hear of this, we 
suggest we're entitled to hear also of session 
number one, and to see the rest of the records. 
We've run into problems with selective evidence 
being produced, and I think this is another 
example. I don't know what session number one 
says, what it's about, I have no idea. I 
didn't even know it existed until now. But I 
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think there is a difficulty, especially when it 
comes to -- I wouldn't say this is medical 
evidence, that would not be correct, but evidence 
of a sensitive nature, but it may well be 
relevant. I don't know. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Was there a cansay given with 

respect to this witness? 


MR. HESJE: 

MR. PLAXTON: 

session. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 
MR. PLAXTON: 

session. 


Yes . 

Yes. It does not mention the first 


Pardon? 

It does not mention the first 


MR. HESJE: When we did the interview I don't 

know whether we were aware of the first session. 

I don't — I mean I can ask the witness to expand 
on it. I'm not sure. The problem here is I don't 
know what we're not talking about. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, obviously I don't. 

A It's — 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry. Go ahead. 

A I was just going to say, it sounds like I'm — 

have something to hide, I don't. It's just that 
it was a counselling session and it was background 
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information on — you know. It — I did say that 
there were two sessions and it was written in my 
notes — I mean in the — when I had the 
conversation with David — 

THE COMMISSIONER: But did Mr. Roy give — 

A — that there were two sessions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did Mr. Roy give you permission 

generally to tell what happened in these sessions? 
A Not of a counselling nature, but he gave me 
permission, yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: To tell us what he told you with 

respect to these meetings you had with him? 

A Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Okay. Well, we're not interested 

in the counselling part of it. 

MR. HESJE: Well — 

THE COMMISSIONER: That doesn't concern me. 

MR. HESJE: — it certainly was our intent to 

focus on what information she received about Neil 
Stonechild. And, also, I note that the summary of 
anticipated evidence that was provided does say 
that she met with Jason on two occasions. It was 
the second occasion where Jason and Brenda talked 
about the events surrounding Neil Stonechild's 
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death, so — 

THE COMMISSIONER: The thing is I don't know what the 

first session was about. Well, I think we should 
probably take a few minutes and you should — 
counsel should discuss this, but it seems to me 
that if the initial session didn't involve any 
discussion about Mr. Stonechild — 

A No, it didn't. 

THE COMMISSIONER: — but was rather an introductory 

session — 

A Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: — in order to get to know Mr. Roy 

and make him comfortable in talking to you, then 
you're free to say that. Now Mr. Plaxton may want 
to ask you a lot of questions about that, I don't 
know, but I think you need to decide if the 
permission that you were given by Mr. Roy would 
extend to you talking about the initial session, 
even though it didn't touch on anything about Mr. 
Stonechild. 

MR. PLAXTON: Mr. Commissioner, the cansay does 

say, "I met with him on two or three occasions," 
and that — you know, meeting with him is one 
thing, but I don't know if these two are linked or 
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if they're totally separate, I don't know. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I understand not. I 

understand the first session was an introductory 
thing in which you met with him and got to know 
him and he to know you -- 
A Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: — and that you didn't go into any 

of the information about Stonechild at that first 
session? 

A That's right. That's correct. 

THE COMMISSIONER: It doesn't seem to me that's 

material. 

MR. PLAXTON: Well, we will likely be asking the 

witness questions about his background, character 
and such, that may come out of these sessions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, she can answer that, I 

suppose, as long as it isn't something that 
emanated from him. But I don't know there's any 
harm in her talking about the first meeting, but 
it doesn't seem to me that it adds anything to 
what we're hearing, and I don't think that it's 
going to be very material. But, however, you 
perhaps should take a moment or two and just 
discuss it, but at the moment it strikes me that 
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1 that first session doesn't really interest me very 

2 much. I don't -- I'm not interested in it. 

3 However, we'll take what, ten minutes? What time 

4 is it now? 

5 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 2:38 P.M. & RECONVENED AT 3:50 

6 P.M.) 


7 MR. HESJE: 


Mr. Winegarden wants to address the 
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Commission. 

MR. WINEGARDEN: Mr. Commissioner, I apologize for 

my attire. I was in the outer foyer and I 
understand that an issue came forward. I spoke 
with Ms. Valiaho and I spoke with Mr. Roy and he 
wishes the Commission to be aware that he gives 
his full approval to any of the comments that 
she's — that he's made to Ms. Valiaho to be 
expressed before the Commission. And he wants to 
reiterate the words that he had said earlier 
during examination and cross-examination, that he 
has nothing to hide. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

A Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, that solves that. 

MR. FOX: Can I just — maybe just clarify if 
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release of any records that might still be in 
existence during that time period, because I think 
— and I understand inquiries have been made about 
these records. There's been some indication 
records don't exist, some other indications of 
what type of records, but I think I would like to 
clarify that Mr. Roy has no objection to any of 
those records, if they do exist, being released. 
MR. WINEGARDEN: Mr. Roy would have no objection to 

those records being released, subject to the 
caveat that he would be in a position to review 
those records first — 

MR. FOX: I assume — 

MR. WINEGARDEN: — prior to their review. 

MR. FOX: — that he would be able to review 

them before — 

MR. WINEGARDEN: Prior to the review of the 

Commission and the presentation to this 
Commission. 

MR. FOX: Oh, yeah, prior to the pres — oh, 

yeah, certainly any records that we obtained — 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, the records would be 

delivered — 
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we would certainly want him to 
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get a copy of them, absolutely. 

THE COMMISSIONER: But the records would be delivered 

to Mr. Hesje, of course, as Commission counsel. 

MR. HESJE: And let me just indicate that I 

made the statement earlier that Mr. Roy, through 
his counsel, there are restrictions on the use and 
not on just the use, there's restrictions on the 
obtaining of youth offender records. Mr. Roy, 
through his counsel, made application to the Youth 
Court, obtained an order authorizing the release 
of information to his counsel. His counsel then 
met with us and produced anything that we 
considered relevant to the proceedings. I think 
subsequently it all was entered. In terms of 
other documents, the cansay statement provided for 
Ms. Valiaho indicates right in the statement that 
she has not maintained her notes and recordings of 
those interviews. Secondly, we did — I can 
advise that we approached Kilburn Hall about what 
records were there as part of the investigative 
function carried out by the Commission. We were 
advised that they do not have records going back 
to 1991. 
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Thank you. 
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MR. PLAXTON: On that point, Mr. Chairman, if I 

might, we did attempt to receive records or obtain 
information concerning records from Social 
Services concerning both Messrs. Stonechild and 
Roy and the answer we got back was basically, "We 
won't release anything because of the Youth 
Justice Act and so forth." The authorizations, of 
course, were just directed towards the family or 
Mr. Roy and the Commission, which left us with a 
brick wall basically. Now they weren't saying 
absolutely no, it's just they were resisting. So 
if Mr. Hesje can obtain what records are there, I 
think that saves us all a bunch of grief. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, he's just said there aren't 

any. 

MR. PLAXTON: Well, I — that's Kilburn Hall, 

there's — Social Services may well have. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'm not — 

MR. HESJE: I can assure you that we've made a 

diligent review for what records we could locate 
after we obtained the Court consent to do so. 
Anything that we have obtained I've disclosed to 
counsel. I'm not ruling out that further 
inquiries could be made, but I think we need a 
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little more direction as to what they think 
further should be done. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well,: it seems to me that the 

suggestion now is that somehow you should have 
carried out a significant review of all the 
records of Social Services to see what references 
you could find to Mr. Stonechild. And that, in my 
respectful view, is not a sensible request. 

MR. HESJE: No. And I think it's even more 

than that. I think they're saying with respect to 
Jason Roy, who's not the subject — primary 
subject of this Inquiry. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Right. 

MR. FOX: With respect, Mr. Commissioner, 

that is not what we're saying and that — no. All 
we're saying is that if there are some records out 
there, and I accept completely what Mr. Hesje 
says, that he's made inquiries and has produced 
anything that they've been able to obtain. I have 
no doubt about that and I have no — we're not in 
any way questioning the good faith of Mr. Hesje in 
making those inquiries. That's not the issue here 
at all, but, for example, now this witness is 
going to testify to dealings she had with Mr. Roy 
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and disclosures that were made at a certain time 
in his life and so on. If there are any records 
that exist at that time, and those might be 
Kilburn Hall records or any of the other open- 
custody facilities that he was at, all which we 
understood were overseen by, according to Ms. — I 
think it was Pickard who testified — out of 
Regina. That's where she referred to "them" as 
being Regina. And I think she said at that time 
it was Social Services and it's changed. So if 
there are some records there and if inquiries have 
been made already and there's none there, fine. 

But if they are there, we would like the 
opportunity to try and get them, because it might 
have relevant information. That's all we're 
saying. We're not suggesting enough work hasn't 
been done and not suggesting bad faith or anything 
like that. But we are going to hear from Ms. 
Valiaho now and there's another witness as well 
who was a counsellor who's going to testify and — 
so the records of those people's dealings with Mr. 
Roy become important, that's all. Now I'll try — 
and I think what I would suggest, rather than just 
make this broad-based request, is I'll try and 
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1 make some inquiries to see if I can make that a 

2 more narrow request as to where such records might 

3 exist, and we'll then ask Mr. Hesje if he could 

4 try and follow up on that, rather than just this 

5 shotgun approach. And we're not trying to do 

6 that. I'll try and narrow that in. So — 


7 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

That's a — 

8 

MR. 

FOX: 


— if I can — 

9 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

That's a helpful suggestion. 

10 

MR. 

FOX: 


Thank you, Mr. Commissioner. 

11 

MR. 

HESJE 


I agree that that's a sensible 

12 



approach. 

If I'm advised of the type of record 

13 



they think might exist and given some indication 

14 



of the relevance or use that can be made of it, I 

15 



will make 

every attempt to try and obtain those 

16 



documents 

and disclose them to them. 

17 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

Very well. 

18 


Q 

MR. HESJE 

: Now, Ms. Valiaho, we were talking 

19 



about — ; 

you had two occasion to meet with Jason 

20 



Roy in, I 

believe, 1991 you've indicated? 

21 


A 

Yes . 


22 


Q 

What can ; 

you tell me about the first time you met 

23 



with him? 
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A 

Basically 

it was to establish rapport with Jason. 



1067 


Exam-in-chief B. Valiaho 
by Mr. Hesje 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


As a teacher/therapist, we didn't really get to 
look at records or background information. 
Sometimes we didn't know why a student or a youth 
was in Kilburn Hall. Most of the work was focused 
on teaching and school records and classroom 
abilities, that sort of thing, although in some 
cases we would find out about background. It was 
there to us if we wanted to. In Jason's case I 
didn't have that information about him, so really 
it was establishing that rapport with him, getting 
a sense and an understanding of his background, 
his family constellation, how he came to be in 
Kilburn, just basically establishing that rapport 
that a caseworker in Kilburn Hall would have that 
opportunity, but as a teacher I didn't. So I was 
establishing my role as a counsellor in the first 
session. 

Q Now I believe you'd indicated that he was referred 
to you by a caseworker because he was having 
troubles of some kind? 

A Yes. 

Q Was there discussion about the nature of 

those troubles in the first meeting? 

A Well, he was having a lot of trouble sleeping and 
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as we got to the end of the first session it was 
centred around the event of Neil's death. It was 
a year later. I mean the death had happened in 
November, '90. When I saw him it was November, 

'91, approximately. So it was about that event. 

So we talked about how we might deal with it in 
the next session. 

Q Okay. Did he provide you with any information 

then about the source of his concerns in relation 
to Neil at the first meeting? 

A No, just that he was having a lot of difficulty 
sleeping and that about — and it was because of 
that night, and so then in the next session was 
when we talked about it. 

Q But you identified that as being an issue that you 
were going to counsel him on? 

A Yes. 

Q All right. And how much later did you have the 
second meeting, approximately? 

A You know, I really don't recall, but it was in a 

very short time period, because Jason was going to 
be released and — and it was like the next day he 
was released, and so it was the day before he was 
going to be released. So it was just a very short 
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time period. 

Q All right. Now to the best of your recollection, 
what was discussed in the second meeting? 

A Okay. Jason was having some difficulty with the 

events of the night the last time that he saw Neil 
and he wanted to remember, recall exactly what had 
happened that night. I had no way of knowing what 
was coming. I asked him if he wanted to do a 
visualization exercise where he could recall 
senses, sights, sounds of the events and 
experiences of that night, and that's what we did. 

Q What is a visualization exercise, can you explain 
that? 

A Yes. You've probably heard of athletes who do 

visualization exercises to prepare themselves for 
sporting events, where they imagine themselves 
going over and over the event so that they are 
successful or they can see themselves being 
successful. Well, the visualization exercise that 
I was doing was a recall kind of exercise. And 
you may have heard of people who have done that, 
where you close your eyes and you picture yourself 
in the setting and you, you know, think of the 
sights, the sounds, what did you 
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did — you know, what was happening, who was 
around, that sort of thing. And that's what it 
was, it was a recall visualization exercise. 

Q So can you — and the purpose of this is to 
assist in his recall, am I correct in that? 

A Yes, he was wanting to remember and to recall the 
events of that night. He was very troubled about 
them. He'd been having difficult nights. He just 
wanted to recall exactly what happened. 

Q Okay. Now what — can you describe then what 
happened when you go through this process 
specifically with Jason? 

A Okay. He closed his eyes and basically I would 
say, you know, "Where are you now? What are you 
doing," and then we went through step-by-step. Do 
you want me to, — 

Q Yes. 

A — okay, tell you details? 

Q As much detail as you can recall. 

A Okay. Sure. Basically he explained that he had 

been partying with Neil, involved in some 
activities and some visiting. I really don't 
recall the exact specifics of that, other than 
they had been partying, he'd been — they'd been 
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drinking together. Then they were at an apartment 
building or a complex of some kind. Neil was 
wanting to get in touch with somebody there. 

There was noise and banging. Jason became 
concerned because they both were on the run and so 
he was concerned about that, the noise level, and 
so he didn't want any part of that and he left the 
situation. Some time later he was in the alleyway 
and a police car drove up and the car stopped and 
asked him — they asked him who he was and he gave 
a false name, he explained to me. And he said 
that he realized that there was somebody in the 
back seat and he kind of leaned down and realized 
that it was Neil in the back seat. At this point 
he became very, very upset in our session. He was 
between crying and holding his breath. It was 
like shock. He was nervous, he — it was almost 
as if he was realizing that what maybe he'd been 
dreaming about or thinking about was actually 
playing out for him right there in the session. 

He said that Neil had said he wanted some help, he 
wanted help. I also think that there was a point 
where the police asked if he knew who was in the 
back seat and Jason said no and Neil said, "Help 
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me! Help me! They're going to kill me!" And the 
police basically said to Jason, you know, go about 
your business, and they drove off. 

Q Do you recall whether he gave you an explanation 

as to why he was allowed to go about his business, 
as you say? 

A No. 

Q Now I want to pursue with you a little bit more on 
this visualization as to what — there's been some 
reference made to hypnosis as a method of trying 
to recover memory. Was there any hypnosis 
involved in this? 

A No. 

Q So what do you ask the person to do when you're 
embarking on this visualization process? 

MR. PLAXTON: Mr. Commissioner, this witness is 

not an expert. The process being referred, I'm 
not sure what it is, but if Mr. Hesje intends to 
bring any sort of expert evidence from this 
witness, I don't think she has been qualified. 

MR. HESJE: If the — 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's not the impression I have. 

MR. HESJE: If he doesn't want to hear what 

process she went through, that's fine. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Well — 

MR. HESJE: I assumed that would be of interest 

to — 


MR. HALYK: Well,; it is to some of us. 

MR. PLAXTON: Well, with respect, this person is 

a lay person. She has training, I don't doubt, 
but what we have heard is interesting, yes, and I 
will pursue it, but if he intends to elicit an 
expert opinion from her, she ought to be qualified 
we would respectfully submit. 

MR. HESJE: I've not asked for any opinion nor 

do I intend to. I'm simply asking her to relay 
what happened in the interview — 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think that — 

MR. HESJE: — which is just — 

THE COMMISSIONER: — it seems to me it's just an 

anecdotal account of her meeting with him and what 

transpired. 

MR. PLAXTON: As long as there's no credibility 

given to what may have transpired as a result of 
this process. But the problem we have again, we 
would suggest this is part of the oath-helping 
process concerning Mr. Roy. Now what she has 
related is of interest, no question, but — well. 
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I must confess we do have some concern about the 
particular process and how this evidence is being 
brought in. If it's not tendered as expert 
evidence, if we're to take nothing of it other 
than she says, "I did this," well, fair enough, 
but I don't think that's what it's being presented 
for. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: I understood that that's why it was 

being presented. 

MR. HESJE: She has simply relayed what she was 

told by Jason Roy that may have bearing on the 
matters of this public inquiry. I was now simply 
asking her, for enlightenment of us all, to 
describe what she did, and it's not an opinion in 
any sense. 

MR. HALYK: Unless My Lord is prepared to rule 

on it, I would speak to it. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Go ahead. 

MR. HALYK: Mr. Commissioner, I find the 

objection a little unusual in this sense, at 
least: the whole attack, as I understood it from 

the officers' lawyers with respect to Jason Roy's 
evidence, was to attack the credibility, to 
suggest it was a recent fabrication or at the very 
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least a fabrication. Certainly this evidence, if 
for no other reason, is perfectly admissible with 
respect to that issue alone. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You can proceed. 

Q MR. HESJE: Ms. Valiaho, again, I'm simply 

trying to understand and assist this Commission in 
understanding, when you say visualization and you 
gave a general overview of that, but can you tell 
me, walk me through what you recall doing, what 
you asked Jason to do, what he did when he started 
giving you this recitation that you've just went 
through? Was he asked to lie down, for example? 

A No. He was sitting comfortably across from me on 
a couch, I was sitting on a chair. His eyes were 
closed, he's relaxed, basically blocking out, you 
know, sort of outer stimulus. We were in the 
visitors' room at Kilburn Hall. It wasn't that 
stimulating, but he was relaxed. And then I would 
be using the voice that I'm using now and — you 
know, "Where are you? What are you doing? What 
sounds do you hear". And basically that was the 
process. When he became very upset and realized 
even more so -- I mean in sort of an acute way, 
not in even more so, but in an acute way that it 
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was -- he was seeing Neil in the back seat and 
that he was bloody, he was — he got upset. And, 
of course, then his eyes are open and he's crying 
and then it's — we're here. 

Q Would you describe him as quite 
emotional? 

A Yes, very. 

Q And, indeed, was in tears? 

A Yes. 

Q Were you aware at that time the circumstances, 

generally, of Neil Stonechild's death, that is 
that he had froze to death? 

A Oh, I was aware that he froze to death. I had no 
idea that he and Jason were together on that 
night. I — when he first was talking it was he 
wanted to understand, you know, the last time he 
saw Neil. I really wasn't -- I really wasn't 
prepared for what was coming. 

Q It's my understanding that you did tape that 
interview or record that interview? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q And you have — are the — is the tape still 
available? 

A To put it into context — 


sorry 


I taped all the 
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counselling sessions. For the practicum we 
submitted tapes, selected tapes, to be reviewed by 
our professors, so every youth I counselled knew 
that I was taping the session. So I did tape that 
session, but I didn't keep any of the tapes for 
any of the sessions, so I don't have that. 

Q And did you have any notes of the interview? 

A No, because it was being taped. 

Q All right. Now when you received this information 

from Mr. Roy what, if anything, did you do with 
it? Did you go to any authorities or report it to 
anyone else? 

A It was a very emotional session. We were in this 
room for while and Jason was drained — I'm 
getting to answer your question -- I asked Jason 
what he wanted to do with the information. Do you 
want me to tell you that? 

Q Yes. 

A I asked him if he wanted to go to the police and 
he said, no, he was afraid. I asked him if I 
could talk to his case worker about it. No. If 
you could understand at that time it was very 
traumatic and I'm not so sure that we — that he 
trusted me. It was a very big thing and so, you 
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know, he was drained, it was an emotional session, 
you know. "Can I talk to your case worker about 
it?" "No." "Can I let my professors know?" 

"No." What can you do -- I mean I'm sort of 
reiterating, but how could Jason feel safe? What 
could we come up with as a plan where Jason would 
feel safe? And the plan we came up with was for 
Jason to talk to Neil's family, that there he felt 
he would get some support, and then he was gone — 

Q Now did he indicate — 

A — the next day. 

Q — to you that he had spoke with any members of 
the family prior to that time? 

A No. And I didn't ask those kinds of questions. I 
didn't — I mean it was such an emotional session 
I didn't ask, you know, who have you spoken to, 
what have you done about it? I didn't do that 

Q And I believe you indicated that this session took 
place in November of 1991? 

A Yes. 

Q How do you recall the time, the date, that it was 
November? 

A Well I can just sort of see in my mind's eye the 
lid of the cassette. 
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Q That you had marked the date down on? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you recall what day in November? 

A No, sorry, I don't. 

Q Did Jason Roy indicate to you, in the course of 

this session you've describe, whether he had ever 
spoke to the City Police about this incident? 

A No. 

Q Did he indicate to you that he had not spoken to 
the City Police about it? 

A No, I didn't — as I said, I didn't ask those 
questions. I didn't say, "who did you tell? 

Or I — 

Q Now I asked about the family and I likely didn't 
ask this yet. Did he indicate that he had not 
spoken to the family about it? 

A No. 

Q Have you had contact with Jason Roy since that 
time? 

A Yes, I have. When the RCMP were conducting their 
investigation they called me at my work place in 
Regina, and I said that I would like Jason's 
permission to testify to them. And so they got me 
in contact with Jason, or Jason — they had Jason 
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call me, and he gave his permission at that time. 
And then I don't remember exactly how long after 
he was in Regina and he called me, again at my 
work place, and after work we met and — for 
coffee. 

Q On those two occasions did he again describe what 
he had told you back in 1991? 

A No, we actually didn't talk about it. We didn't 
really go over any of the specifics, just 
basically — in Regina especially, it was just 
getting caught up on — he was a young person then 
and now he was a man and basically telling me, you 
know, about his family and some of the difficulty 
of dealing with this over the years. 

MR. HESJE: Thank you, Ms. Valiaho. That's all 

the questions I have for you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Examination? No one? 

MR. WORME, examining: 

Q Ms. Valiaho, thank you for coming here today. I 
guess the first question that you were asked sort 
of threw you off a bit, I think — 

A Yes, it did. 

Q — you suggested? Kind of confusing a little bit 
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when you get questions popped at you that you 
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don't really expect? 

Yes. 

That's natural, isn't it? 

Right. 

Yeah. Okay. You told us a bit about Jason and 
you've expressed him as being sincere. I wonder 
if you just might take a moment and explain what 
you mean by that, in terms of your recollection of 
him at that time? 

Yes. He's a caring individual, sensitive, 
observant of others, self-effacing, ready to admit 
things about himself, that's what I mean by 
sincere. 

Okay. And at the time you knew him as a young 
offender, he would have certainly been under 18? 
Yes. Oh, yes 

Do you know how old he was at the time? 

Seventeen, I believe. 

And at the end of your conversation with him 
you'd indicated that he had then felt comfortable 
that he would go to Neil's mother? 

That I felt comfortable? That he — 

That he felt comfortable? 


He felt comfortable, yes. 
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And that was one of the plans that you had 
arranged with him? 

Yes 

And you had assumed from his answers to you that 
he had not been to the police? 

That's right. 

You didn't know whether or not he had been but you 
would assume he didn't, given he didn't want you 
to go to the police — 

Exactly. 

— with this? 

Exactly. 

Did you ask him if you should take this 
information to the police, or was it more that he 
didn't want to go to the police? 

I'm not sure. I might have used like the "we," 
you know, "What do we want to do?" You know, 
sometimes how caregivers use the "we" for the — 
that kind of relationship. 

All right. The "royal we"? 

Yes, the "royal we". That's what I was — 

Okay. Sure. 

— the word I was searching for. 

And it was your recollection that he expressed 
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fear? 

A Exactly. 

Q And this was a palpable fear? 

A Oh, yes. 

Q Was it displayed in any other way other than his 

rejection of the idea that this information should 
be taken to the police? 

A Well he was numb, pretty tired. 

Q Did you understand that fear? 

A Yes. 

Q He was afraid of the police? 

A Yes. 

Q If the police did this to Neil, then he would be 
next? 

A Yes. 

Q Sure. Did you have any other inmates at Kilburn 
Hall that you would have been dealing with in a 
like capacity that might have had a similar fear? 

A Not to my recollection, no. 

Q Certainly not to that degree? 

A No. That's right, I mean. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I don't think that's a proper 

question to be asking her. I mean let's confine 
her answers to the person she knows about. 
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Q MR. WORME: The — did you know Neil Stonechild 

at Kilburn Hall? 

A Yes. 

Q And you met with him there? 

A I didn't meet with him, no. 

Q How did you know him, would it have been through 
your teaching duties? 

A Yes. 

Q You knew him to be what kind of individual? I 

wonder if you could tell us anything at all about 
him? 

A Very energetic, expressive, emotional, a winning 
smile. 

Q You knew him to be an artist as well, did you? 

A Somewhat. 

Q Yeah. Do you know that he had participated in the 
creation of a mural at Kilburn Hall? 

A I'm really not aware of that. I know a close 

friend of his did a mural at Kilburn, but I'm not 
really aware of Neil's. 

Q Okay. Had you any dealings with Constable Ernie 
Louttit while you were there in connection with 
the death of Neil Stonechild? 

A I don't know that name at all. 
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Q So he wouldn't have come and seen you? 

A No. 

Q You didn't, I gather, then go to the police with 
the information that was disclosed to you by 
Jason? 

A No. 

Q And the reason for that is, is you didn't have 
permission, would that be fair? 

A That's right. 

Q I want to take you through this particular event 
that you have described Jason was going through, 
all, right? When he tells you that at some point 
in time he's in an alley way and a police car 
drives up and they ask him, I think you say — 
they asked who he was? 

A Yes. 

Q Did he tell you anything about who "they" were? 

A Two police officers. 

Q And was he able to describe them in any fashion at 

all? 

A No. And my role wasn't investigative. Like I 
didn't — 

Q Yes, and I appreciate that, sure. 

A Yeah. I didn't ask those kinds of questions. 


24 
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Q But he didn't spontaneously come out with anything 
by way of a description or such? 

A No. 

Q And what — I'm just wondering if I caught you 

right. He noticed that there was somebody in the 
back seat and then he kind of leaned down to take 
a look? 

A Yes, that was my sense, yes. 

Q And at that point in time he becomes quite 
emotional? 

A Yes. 

Q What — do you know whether or not he had 

articulated this particular event to anybody else 
other than you? 

A No, I had no knowledge of that. 

Q You weren't aware whether he told anybody? 

A No. 

Q And it wouldn't surprise you if you were 
told that he had spoken to other people 
about that? 

A It would surprise me or it wouldn't surprise me? 

Q It would not surprise you? 

A I'm confused by the question. I'm sorry. Did I 
think he had told other people? 
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Q Well let me ask you that, sure. 

A No, I didn't think he had. 

Q You thought that this was the first disclosure he 

would have made? 

A Based on his emotions, yes. 

Q And the — I mean the suggestion will certainly be 
made, I'm sure, Ms. Valiaho, that you put this in 
his mind? 

A Oh, hmm. 

Q What would you say to that? 

A Why on earth would I do that? Why would I put 
this boy through this? 

Q All right. Okay. Thank you very much. By the 

way, did you know that the police were looking for 
documents through Kilburn Hall? 

A No. I wasn't at Kilburn any more, so — 

Q All right. 

A Yeah. 

MR. HALYK, examining: 

Q My name is Si Halyk and I represent the FSIN at 
this hearing — 

A Hello. 

Q — and I appreciate you coming and appreciate you 

sharing the evidence that you have with us today. 
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I guess, I'm going to be very brief with you. And 
the essence of what I want to ask you is you seem 
to have a very detailed and clear recollection of 
what was said to you some — well 1991, 12 years 
ago. Is there something that struck you about 
this particular conversation with Jason Roy that 
has stuck with you since? 

That event — certainly when he broke down, m'hm, 
yes. 

Okay. And then was there something about the 
circumstances that he related that struck you as 
being fairly dramatic and something that would 
settle into your mind for a long time to come? 
Again, what he was visualizing, what he was 
seeing. 

Okay. And you knew that who he was seeing, did 
you know at the time you were talking to him 
was somebody who was deceased and was never seen 
again — 

Yes. 

— after that episode? 

Yes. 

Did your mind draw a possible connection between 
this Neil Stonechild being in the police car. 
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1 being bloody — 

2 A It certainly was there. 

3 Q — and then being found dead? Did you draw any -- 

4 A It certainly was there. 

5 Q — connection in your mind? 

6 A It certainly was there. 

7 Q And the connection being that maybe this happened 

8 at the hands of the police? 

9 MR. PLAXTON: Mr. — 

10 THE COMMISSIONER: Is this something — 

11 MR. PLAXTON: — Commissioner, — 

12 THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me. Is this something that 

13 she's able to say? 

14 A Yeah, I'm not going to answer that. 

15 MR. HALYK: I'm asking at that point in time 

16 what struck her. I'm not asking at this point in 

17 time, but when she heard this, and I think it's 

18 perfectly proper, because there's a follow-up 

19 question to that to, and that is, at that time did 

20 she draw, in her mind, any connection? Now, the 

21 validity of the connection or so forth is a — is 

22 a whole other matter. 

23 MR. PLAXTON: Well, with respect, to what end do 

24 we ask her — 


25 MR. HALYK: 


I could 
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MR. PLAXTON: — other than to blacken the 

police. 

MR. HALYK: No, it's not a question of 

blackening the police. That will happen, if it's 
necessary, on its own. What I am getting at is to 
ask the next question in terms of did she see in 
her mind any sense of obligation as a professional 
to, regardless of the consent, taken further. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you can ask that question. 

MR. HALYK: Well, but I was setting the 

background if I might, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well — 

Q So, can I — can I come back to the question I was 
asking you? 

A M' hm. 

Q And that is did you at that time, I'm not talking 
about the events subsequent, but at that time did 
you in your mind draw the connection, and say hold 
it, there's maybe something suspicious here, it 
should be looked into? 

A I wouldn't have used the word suspicious. 

Q What would you have said? 

A Jason saw what he saw and we didn't go beyond 

that. 

Q Okay. So I guess then I'll ask you what you've 
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already heard. The next question I was going to 
ask you is, is there any sense on your part that 
maybe you should have at that point in time in 
1991, as a professional, done something with that 
information in terms of going to the RCMP or 
somebody else? And I'm not saying you should 
have. I'm just asking -- 

A Right. 

Q — if that — that was a thought process that you 

entered into at the time. 

A It was Jason's story. 

Q Okay. 

A It was Jason's experience. 

Q So you didn't feel that there was any obligation 
on your part to take it any further. And that's 
fair enough. I'm — 

A Yeah. 

Q --I'm not criticizing you. 

A Yeah. 

Q I'm just asking. 

A M' hm. 

MR. HALYK: Okay. That's fair enough. Thank 

you, ma'am. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


Other questions? 
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MR. FOX, examining: 

Q Is it Mrs. Valiaho — Ms. Valiaho? 

A Ms. Valiaho. 

Q Yeah. Ms. Valiaho. 

A Yes. 

Q I'll try and make sure I get that right, the 
Valiaho. 

A It's a tough name. 

Q First of all I'm going to assure you that I'm not 
going to try and suggest to you that you put the 
story into Jason's head, so we'll kind of clear 
that up. That's not — that's not my suggestion 
and I'm not aware that anybody else, frankly, 
suggesting that either. In terms of the dealings 
with Jason that you had going back to 1990, do you 
know if you had ever dealt with Jason Roy before 
that time? 

A Before '91? 

Q Yeah, before '91, I'm sorry. 

A I knew Jason before, so I must have, yeah. 

Q Okay. So at least in the sense that he was 

already at Kilburn Hall and — and would have — 
would have known who he was, that sort of thing. 

A I guess so, yeah. 

Q Okay. And Neil Stonechild, did you have much 
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recollection of dealing with him or would that be 
more limited than say what your recollection was 
of Jason? 

A They both would be somewhat limited, I guess, 
yeah. 

Q Okay. 

A Some —some I would have established a relation— 
ship with, you know, throughout the time in nine 
years, but I can't say that it was — it was quite 
that way. 

Q Sure. 

A You know -- 

Q Okay. 

A I don't know how many times they were in or — 

Q Okay. In terms of just talking about Kilburn 

Hall, and that's where any of your dealings with 
Jason would have taken place at? 

A M'hm. Yes. 

Q Who actually was running that facility in terms of 
what government agency going back to 1991? Do you 
recall who? 

A Social Services. 

Q Social Services. Okay. And did that remain that 

way through till 1995 when you -when you left 

Kilburn Hall? 
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A Yes. 

Q Okay. You indicated you were taking your — your 

Master's and this was part of the practicum or 
maybe in layman's language sort of practice 
teaching or articling or — 

A Exactly. 

Q — something like that that — yeah. 

Q — you had to do to qualify in order to get your 

master's? 

A Yes. 

Q And after that, did you — did you do counselling 

in relation to this? Like, for example, the 
visualization is — is a counselling procedure, as 
I understand it. Am I correct in that or am I 
using terminology that is incorrect? 

A Yeah, it's a — it's — well, I can't say that it 

was something that was actually taught in the 
classroom but I did do a lot of reading, and my 
style, I guess, was more holistic — 

Q Right. 

A — than maybe the academic circle was teaching at 

the particular time, so I was also interested in 
art therapy, expressive therapies. I would have 
had some of my students do drawings, that sort of 
thing, and the university was aware that I was 
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doing that. 

Q Right. 

A I would share some of the drawings. 

Q Sure. 

A I'm not sure that I specifically talked about 

visualization and — and I don't really remember, 

you know, a classroom process on it. 

Q Okay. So to the best of your recollection, your 
knowledge of — of sort of visualization as a — 
as a method of memory recall would have been what 
you had read or studied on your own? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And had you — had you been say prior to 

your session with Jason had you been involved in a 
visualization recall session, you know, that was 
administered by someone else? Like, in other 
words, had you had any experience with someone 
saying okay, as a student, you know, sit in and 
— and we'll run a visualization recall session 
with this particular patient or individual and — 
and observe what's going on? Had you ever been 
involved in anything like that? 

A You mean as being the counsellor and somebody's 

observing me? 

Q No. 


25 



1096 


Exam B. Valiaho 
by Mr. Fox 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


A Do you mean that way? 

Q No. 

A Or — 

Q You observing someone else, goes through that — 

A Do it? 

Q Yeah, go through that exercise. 

A I'm -- I don't really know. 

Q No recollection of it. Did you at any point in 
time? Do you have any recollection of at any 
point in time someone demonstrating a 
visualization recall exercise with a patient? 

A I — I can't say. I'm — 

Q No, and I know we're going back some time. Was it 
something that you did again? Did you do it more 
than once yourself? Like, you talked about the 
session with Jason. Did you perform that 
visualization recall exercise with other patients 
or other students at Kilburn Hall? 

A I think I used it with another resident, yes. 
That's what they're called, residents. 

Q Okay. Okay. 

A Yeah. 

Q And the one that you did with Jason, you mentioned 

that you'd have taped it because you were taping 

all of the sessions, that was part of the 
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practicum. Do you know if that would have been 
one of the tapes that would have been submitted to 
your — to the professor or whoever was overseeing 
your master's? 

A No, it wasn't. 

Q It wasn't. 

A No. 

Q Okay. 

A If you recall, I asked Jason's permission and he 

said no. 

Q Okay. That — 

A Yeah. 

Q That's what you meant there by — 

A Yes. 

Q — if you could produce it for the caseworker or 
something. 

A If I could — if I could share the session with 
the professors. 

Q Okay. In terms of your dealings with Jason you 
said that you found that he was well-spoken, he 
had good reading ability, that sort of thing? 

A Yes. 

Q Academically, do you remember how well Jason did 

in school? 

A I don't really recall. 
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Q Okay. Certainly though, in terms of you 

communicating with him, he understood when you 
spoke with him and you — 

A Oh, yes, definitely, and he had, you know, English 
teachers look at grammar and he had a good 
understanding of grammar. 

Q Okay. So no difficulty. Communication wasn't a 
problem with him, when you asked him something he 
understood you and was able to respond and respond 
appropriately. Generally that was the case. 

A Sure. Oh, yes. 

Q Now, the — the visualization process that you'd 
have gone through with Jason, and I think you 
described it, was that the purpose was to try and 
remember and recall what had happened or the 
particular night that was troubling him or 
bothering him. That was the purpose behind going 
through the exercise? 

A Yes. 

Q And I think we've heard, and I don't know if you 

in your experience would have heard of hypnosis as 
another procedure that might be used to help 
people try and recall an evening or an event that 
they are having difficulty with? 

A Yes. 
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Q Are you -- have you ever been involved in that 
procedure? 

A No, I don't have any -- 

Q It just — it was just something through your 
training. You're aware that that's — 

A Yes. 

Q — that's another — 

A Sure. 

Q — option that people might pursue in a given 
circumstance. 

A M' hm. 

Q Okay. And — 

A I was -- I was taking Jason's lead and — and his 
lead was he wanted to recall the events of that 
night, so — 

Q Okay. 

A — that was the lead. 

Q Okay. So you understood Jason was — was troubled 
by the events of the night that Neil went missing. 

A Yes. 

Q And — and that was identified in your first 

session with -- with Jason that, although you 
didn't get into any details, you understood that 
Jason was troubled by the fact — the facts or 
something in relation to the fact that Neil had 
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gone missing. 

A That's right. 

Q Were you aware at that time generally about what 

had happened to Neil Stonechild, like in the sense 
of aware that he had been found frozen to death on 
the outskirts of Saskatoon? Were you — 

A Yes. 

Q You were generally aware of that. And I'm 

assuming that general knowledge would have existed 
at Kilburn Hall during that time period? 

A That's all I really knew about it. 

Q Okay. 

A That's all. 

Q And were — were you aware prior to speaking with 

Jason, I mean there was newspapers reported as we 
all know that Neil was found on the outskirts of 
the city and described where he was found and so 
on. Prior to the — the second session that you 
had with Jason, did you have any information or 
knowledge as to how Neil had ended up where he 
did? 

A No. 

Q Okay. And were you aware like, for example, the 
rumour mill at Kilburn Hall, was that providing 
you with any information as to what had happened 
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to — to Jason — 

A Not at all. 

Q — or — or, sorry, I'm sorry, to Neil. 

A No. 

Q Okay. So, up to that point in time no suggestion 
either that the police were involved in — in 
Neil's disappearance or being located out in the 
outskirts of the city or any suggestion that 
anybody else was for that matter, to your 
knowledge. 

A I had no knowledge whatsoever. 

Q Yeah. Okay. So, based on your discussions with 
Jason in the first session, there seemed to be a 
desire in his part to — to try and recall in 
greater detail what — what had actually taken 
place the night Neil disappeared? 

A Right, and — and he wouldn't have used those 
terms. 

Q Yeah, I appreciate that. 

A The night that he went missing, or disappeared, he 
— he didn't use those terms. 

Q Do you remember how he would have described it? 

A His last time with Neil. 

Q Okay. So wanted to — to recall better his — his 
last time with Neil. 
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A Yeah. 

Q Something -- words — something like that. 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. 

A Yeah. 

Q And I appreciate you're not quoting him exactly, 

but words along those lines. 

A Right. 

Q And in terms of the first session, did you know 
that — did you know what night he was referring 
to as his last night with Neil? And by that I 
don't -- I don't necessarily mean date in the 
sense of November 24 th or 25 th , 1990, or something 
like that, but did he identify for you what he was 
referring to as the last night he was with Neil? 

A The last night he was with Neil. 

Q Okay. Yeah. 

A Yeah. 

Q But by that I mean like was he talking about — 

did you understand that to be the night that Neil 
went missing, or the last night Neil was seen, or 
was it a different night, or was that clarified 
for you? Do you — do you understand what I'm 
getting at? 

A I understood it to be that night. 
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Q The last night that Neil was around, so to speak? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. Yeah. Okay. So, he wanted, hopefully, to 

have a better recollection of what had happened 
that last night that he was with Neil. 

A M' hm. 

Q And then when you met the second time, that's when 
you had the discussion about well, here's some 
things we can do to try and help you recall. 

A Right. 

Q You suggest — 

A My — my goal, you see, was, he was having 

nightmares, I thought if he could talk about it 
and I could listen, that would relieve some of the 
anxiety for him. 

Q Sure. He's dreaming — 

A Yeah. 

Q — about certain things or at least — 

A Right. 

Q — that would seem to be what he was indicating, 
so if you can maybe establish, he can sort out 
what actually happened, now you can begin to come 

to grips with it. That — that was the thought in 

your part in any event. 

A Right. And if you could appreciate too, I wasn't 
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anticipating a discussion to the magnitude that it 
went to. 

Q Sure. And I think you indicated, you weren't his 
counsellor or his therapist as such. You were — 
you were essentially at that time a teacher but 
you were working on your counselling because of 
the practicum you were doing with — 

A That's right. I was a student counsellor. That's 
right. 

Q Yeah. And had you been a therapist, say, for 
example, providing him with psychological 
counselling or something like that, I'm assuming 
that there would have been a number of preliminary 
steps that would have been done, like some 
psychological testing and things like that — 

A Yes. 

Q — and you would have obviously gone into quite a 
battery of procedures before you'd have got to 
that. 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. 

A Before and after. 

Q Before and after, right. 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. Now, when -- when you began talking with 


25 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


1105 Exam B. Valiaho 

by Mr. Fox 

Neil in the second session, did you talk about any 
other options like, you know, visualization is the 
one that you proceeded with? Was there any 
discussion about any other options or was it sort 
of well, you suggested this to Neil and he thought 
he would like to try that? Or to Jason, I'm 
sorry, and I -- throughout this hearing, I know, 
Mr. Commissioner, I'm -- I'm interchanging those 
names and I apologize to Mrs. Bignell as well. I 
certainly don't mean to intend to do that. 

A No, there really — it seemed like the step-by- 
step kind of thing to do. 

Q Okay. 

A I mean, art work wasn't going to work or writing 
it out really wasn't, you know. It was more of an 
experiential kind of thing, I guess. 

Q Okay. So this seemed to you, okay, as a way, and 
again going back to the stated purpose to remember 
and recall, this would seem to be, you thought, a 
good way to — an exercise to go through to see if 
this will help him remember and recall what 
happened that night. 

A Right. 

Q Okay. 

A To listen, to help him relieve some emotions. 
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provide some care around that. 

Q Okay. And so you describe then going through with 
him, and recalling, you know, where he was that 
night, there may have been discussions of who he 
was with, try to picture people who he was with. 
I'm not sure if that was discussed at all. Do you 
recall? 

A I don't recall, no. 

Q Is it possible that you would have gone through 
that with him, again to try and, you know, find 
out who I was with that night, maybe it's going to 
bring up a clearer picture to me? 

A It wasn't actually like minute-by-minute. 

Q Yeah. 

A It was more emotion-by-emotion, I suppose. It's 
hard to explain, I guess. 

Q Okay. So as you worked your way through that, you 
got to the point where Neil was — was approached 
by a police car, or a police car stopped and 
talked to him, something along those lines. 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And then you indicated as Neil's going 

through this he has his eyes closed? 

A Yes. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: This is Jason. 
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Q Or sorry — 

A Jason, yes. 

Q — Jason is going through this. And I don't mind 
— and I appreciate — no, no, please, please do. 

I apologize again. As Jason is going through this 
he's got his eyes closed and is trying to recreate 
the picture in his mind of what he saw. 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And Jason indicated, then, he's speaking to 

the police, he's given them a false name, and then 
I think the words used he realized — he seen and 
he's realizing that someone was in the back of the 
police car? 

A M' hm. 

Q And indicated then that he kind of leaned down and 
realized that it was Neil in the back of the 
police car. 

A Right. 

Q Okay. And at that point that's where you say he 
became very upset and was crying and — and very 
distraught — 

A Yes. 

Q — in the exercise that you were going through 

with him. 
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Yes. 
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Q And — and I think I've got this right, that you 

indicated it was almost like he was realizing what 
he was dreaming was — was now sort of playing out 
for him as what he was recalling? Am I -- 

A Not dreaming, but just that — 

Q And I'm not talking about dreaming then, but what 
he had been previously dreaming about. But you — 
that's what I have, but you please explain that, 
what you meant. 

A Right. Yeah. I don't -- not so much dreaming but 
that there was something that had been — it was 
like he was blocked maybe. I don't know. I'm — 
I'm -- I'm theorizing, I guess — 

Q Sure. 

A — that he was troubled about that night, that — 
and maybe blocked and — and then it was coming to 
life. 

Q Suddenly kind of like — 

A Yes. 

Q — a realization. 

A Yes, with perhaps the understanding of — of that 

it was a last time. 

Q Okay. So I think, and I'm not sure, you might 

have used the word turning point, but it seems as 
though he sort of realizes, or came to the 
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realization that sort of, my God, that was Neil in 
the back of the police car, he was there, he was 
bloody, and he was asking for help? 

A Right. I wouldn't say that it was a turning point 
so much as it was an affirmation. 

Q Okay. But he was using this exercise to try and 
remember and recall. 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And the point, and again using your words, 

was he realized someone was in the back, leaned 
down, at that point became upset and the 
recognition, I guess, the remembrance and the 
recall that it was Neil in the back of the police 
car. 

A Yes. 

Q And up to that point in time he hadn't told you 

that he had seen Neil in the back of the police 
car. That's the first you'd have heard that. 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. So in terms of using the word "affirmation, 

he wasn't affirming anything to you because you 
didn't know what he was going to say in terms of 
what he had seen. 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. 
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A I think he was affirming to himself. 

Q But, on the other hand, he didn't say that. 

A No. 

Q No. And again, the purpose of the session was to 
remember and recall, and I take those words to 
mean that he's trying to remember and recall. 

A Right. 

Q That I don't remember, I'm now trying to remember, 
so I go through this exercise and now I do 
remember — 

A Right. 

Q — and now I do recall that I saw Neil in the back 
of the police car and he was bloody and screaming 
for help. Fair to say? 

A I guess. 

Q Please look — 

A Traumatic, blocked. It was, you know — 

Q Yeah, no. 

A Yes, right, sure. 

Q And — and I think you've been fair in describing 
that you didn't go into sort of determining from a 
psychological point of view or a therapist point 
of view why this may have been blocked or if — 

A No. 

Q — this was blocked — 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


1111 Exam B. Valiaho 

by Mr. Fox 

A No. 

Q — or what was going on. 

A Exactly. 

Q And that was — would certainly have been beyond 
your expertise as a student and a teacher at that 
point in time. 

A Right. 

Q But what you speculated is it looks like this is 
coming out and it's coming out sort of in the 
first time, yeah, this was Neil I saw in the back 
of the police car, he was asking for help, and he 
was bloody. 

A Right. 

Q You talked then about a plan, and part of the plan 
was that Neil would review this with -- 

A Jason. 

Q Jason would review this with — with Neil's family 
or with Jason's family? Review what — what he — 

A Jason would — would talk to Neil's family about 
.it. 

Q Talk to Neil's family. 

A Yes. 

Q And he hadn't given any indication at that point 

in November of 1991 that he had spoke to — to 
Neil's family about this. 
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A That's right. 

Q Certainly no indication that he had spoke to 
Neil's mom about this. 

A That's right. 

Q And he didn't advise you one way or another 
whether or not he had spoke to the police? 

A No, but when we met in Regina, here [sic] for 

coffee after work that time, he did indicate to me 
then that he had gone to the police before that. 

Q Yeah, I appreciate. That was in — 

A Yeah. 

Q — 2000 though. That was after the — 

A No, before that. 

Q Oh, before that. 

A Yes. 

Q He said he had gone to the police. 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. And when you met in Regina for coffee, how 
long -- what year would that have been? 

A That was just — it was in 2000 just after the 
ROMP investigation. 

Q Okay. That's what I was getting at. 

A No, he told me then that he had spoken to the 

police before we had did the — 

Q No, I understand. 
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A -- had done the visualization. 

Q Yeah, yeah. 

A Okay. 

Q But what I was trying to get at — I appreciate 
that, but when he told you that, the ROMP 
Investigation was — had already started then. 

A Oh, yes. 

Q He — he wasn't referring to the ROMP when he said 
that. He was telling you — 

A No, he was talking about before, yes. 

Q Yeah. 

A Right. 

Q Yeah. But the first you got that information was 
after the ROMP investigation — 

A That's right. 

Q — had already started; right? 

A Yes. 

Q And did he ever tell you that he had given the — 
given the ROMP a — or sorry, the city police — a 
false statement about what had happened to Neil? 

A No. 

Q Did he ever tell you that? 

A No. 

Q Okay. And did he ever give you a description of 
— of the police officers? 
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A No. Again, my role was not investigative. 

Q No, no, I appreciate that. 

A Yeah. 

Q And but I'm just asking you what he did or didn't 
convey to you, and he never described the police 
officers to you that — 

A No. 

Q Ms. Vahala [sic], I'm just — you indicated that 
you spoke with the RCMP, that you — they asked 
you for a statement and — and I think you were 
Interviewed and gave them a statement? 

A Yes. 

Q That would have been in 2000? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And, Mr. Commissioner, I apologize, I don't 

have extra copies. I -- we weren't expecting Ms. 
Vahala until -- until -- 

A It's Valiaho. 

Q Valiaho. 

A Valiaho. 

Q Valiaho — 

A Yes. 

Q — until later in the week, but I've got a copy of 
your statement, it's fairly short, that was given 
to the — 


to the RCMP, and that would have been 
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your interview with Constable Brian Mayrs on March 

21 st , 2000 — 

A Yes. 

Q -- I think that was? 

A Yes. 

Q And — and obviously he discussed with you this 

particular conversation that you've related today 
that — 

A Yes. 

Q — you had with Jason. Okay. And you then, 

subsequently, gave an interview or had an 
interview, I'm not sure if that was with Mr. Hesje 
or Mr. Stack of the commission? That would — 

A Mr. Stack, yes. 

Q Mr. Stack, okay. In terms of the circumstances 

that Jason was involved in that night with Neil, 
in terms of where they were or how they came — 
became separated, did you have better information 
about that by the time you were interviewed by Mr. 
Stack versus when you were interviewed by the 
RCMP ? 

A I suppose I knew names more and places, sure, 
through the newspaper and — 

Q Okay. And what I was getting at is like it seems 
as though when you did the interview there was 
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talk about Neil was looking for a girlfriend, they 
were banging on doors and became quite loud and 
became separated, and I'm wondering if — if that 
was information that sort of had been conveyed to 
you by Jason originally or if that was maybe — 
some of that detail was information that you had 
gained after 2000 just through the media reports 
or — or even talking with Jason again. Are you 
able to say? 

A The banging on doors and the noise and looking for 
someone, that was with Jason. That was what Jason 
said. 

Q Okay. Whether it was Neil's girlfriend or ex- 

girlfriend or something like that, would that have 
been something that you would have learned later 
on? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. 

A And things like buzzers and that sort of thing. 

Q Okay. 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. And in terms of at the time that you spoke 

with Jason going back to November, '91, Jason 
indicated that Neil was — was banging on doors 
and becoming quite loud? 
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A Yes. 

Q Did you understood from that he was talking about 
actually knocking on doors? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. And did you know would that have been 

houses, apartments? Did you have any feel or 
understanding for what doors were being banged on? 

A X had a sense that it was like an apartment 
building. 

Q Okay. And — 

A Not a high-rise, but — 

Q Okay. And he was going down sort of the series of 

doors, not sure where they were, banging on the 
various doors. 

A Right. 

Q Okay. And that would have been something Jason 

seemed to have knowledge of, or at least he 
conveyed it to you in any event. 

A Yeah. 

Q That's where you heard it from. That's the only 
person I'm assuming you spoke to in 1991 about — 

A Yes. 

Q — Neil Stonechild's death. 

A Yes. 

Q Any information you had would have come from 
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A Right. 

Q In your statement at page three, and I'm not sure 
if -- I think Mr. Stack might have provided you 
with a copy of it, Mr. Commissioner. 

A Yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I have it. 

Q MR. FOX: — do you have one? Thank you. 

And this is just at the top, your first answer, 
"Aha, I know that one of the plans that we 
discussed at the time was that Jason felt 
comfortable in going to Neil's mother about it and 
talking to her, telling her what he had 
experienced. That was the only other sort of 
detail, I guess, that might help." Do you recall 
telling Constable Mayrs that? 

A Yes. 

Q And would that be correct, would that be accurate? 

A Yeah. 

Q That you understood that Jason was now going to go 

and talk to Neil's mom about what had happened. 

A Yes, his family, the community. 

Q Certainly there what you were referring to with 

Jason's mom specifically -- 

A Not Jason's mom, Neil's mom. 
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Q Or Neil's mom — 

A Yes. 

Q — specifically. 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. And the community, who — do you know in 
terms of who the community was that Jason was 
going to be talking to? 

A I suppose I meant the First Nations community, his 
family. 

Q Like, was — were any people sort of specifically 
identified as who that was going to be? 

A No. 

Q Mr. Halyk asked you a couple questions about 

whether you'd reported this to the police and you 
indicated this was — was Neil — or Jason's story 
and — and Jason's experience. From that I take 
■it you didn't think it was appropriate for you to 
report it to the police or to your superiors or 
whatever? 

A Again, my role was not investigative. 

Q No, I -- I understand. 

A I was counselling. I wasn't -- I wasn't 

investigating a crime. I wasn't understanding 
that there was a crime at that time. 

Q Okay. Did Jason mention anything to you about GP 
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or the P. family? 

A I never heard that name at all. 

Q Were you aware of any confrontation that had taken 
place between Neil Stonechild and the P. family? 

A None whatsoever. 

Q Did Jason mention to you that at any time, and I'm 
not just talking about this session but at any 
time that you dealt with him, about being 
concerned about being labelled as a rat? 

A No. 

Q Was that the type of thing that a resident of 
Kilburn Hall might be concerned about, in your 
experience? 

A It's familiar language, sure. 

Q That if you're accused of — of ratting out or 
giving information against someone else who was 
either at Kilburn Hall or perhaps involved in 
other criminal activity, there might be some 
safety concerns. That's what you would understand 
that to be — to be in terms of a rat. 

A I suppose. You have to understand that my role 

typically was in the classroom so, you know, that 
kind of talk, there'd be that talk, but I wasn't 
like a caseworker that would be, you know. 

Q Sure. No, and I — you wouldn't deal with 
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specific instances of that but - 

A No. 

Q — certainly you would be well aware that that 

might be a concern on the part of somebody if — 
if they were being expected to give information on 
someone else. 

A Right. 

Q Your understanding from your experience with Jason 
in November of 1991, at least the impression you 
were left with, was that this was the first 
disclosure he had made of what happened the night 
he last saw Neil Stonechild. That was the 
impression you were left with? 

A Yes. 

Q And your recollection would be that this would 
have taken place sometime in November of '91 on 
the day before Neil's release from Kilburn Hall. 

A Jason's release, yes. 

Q Jason's release from Kilburn Hall. 

A Yes. 

Q And Kilburn Hall would be a closed-custody 

facility? 

A Yes. 

Q And do you know where he was being released? Like 
the next day was he simply going to be released to 
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go home, or was he going to an open-custody 
facility, or do you recall? 

A He was going to a treatment centre. 

Q Going to a treatment centre. And what would the 
treatment centre be? 

A I don't know the name of it. 

Q And do you — and do you remember what the 
treatment was for? 

A Alcohol addiction, or troubles. 

Q Okay. And you described Jason as being sincere, 

caring, sensitive, observant of others. That was 
your experience with him? 

A Yes. 

Q It would be fair to say that when Jason was 

Involved in the use of alcohol that that maybe 
wasn't the way he was? And I guess what I'm — 
what I'm saying, when I look at his record which 
includes robbery, which includes a number of break 
and enters, which includes a number of unlawfully 
at larges and so on, there certainly were times 
where he didn't seem to be very caring of other 
people, or at least those people that he was 
dealing with. Fair to say? 

A I can't comment on that. I didn't -- I never saw 
him under the influence of alcohol. 
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Q Okay. And so in terms of — of why he may have 
been convicted of those various offences you're 
not able to comment on that? 

A No. 

MR. FOX: Those are all the questions I have. 

Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other examination? 

MR. PLAXTON: If I may, Mr. Commissioner. I 

assume, sir, you'd like to march on so we can try 
to get the witness done. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Pardon? 

MR. PLAXTON: Should we carry on to try to get 

the witness done? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Absolutely. 

MR. PLAXTON, examining: 

Q Okay. Mrs. Valiaho, I hope I won't be very long 
with you. I appreciate your efforts in coming 
here today. My name is Plaxton, Drew Plaxton, I 
represent the police union. If we can just deal 
briefly with the persons you would know from 
Kilburn. I think you — you mentioned you did not 
know the Pratt name. 

A That's right. 

Q McDonald, does that ring a bell? 

A I'm sorry? 
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Q McDonald? 

A In my -- I'm uncomfortable answering that. I 

don't know how much of a young offender's record 
I'm allowed to comment on. 

Q Okay. I'm not asking the specific persons. You 
undoubtedly do know some names. Let's maybe back 
up a second then. Can you tell us who you 
believed were Neil Stonechild's friends? 

A I have no idea of that. 

Q Okay. I think you've mentioned someone was a good 

friend of Neil's? 

A Jason. 

Q Okay. Jason Roy, but anyone else to your 
recollection? 

A No. I didn't know them in that capacity. 

Q Okay then. Turning to — 

A It wasn't a typical classroom where there would be 
friends. They were — they were in a classroom — 
they — they were there because they were there, 
because they were sentenced. I didn't know 
friendships and relationships in that — in that 
regard. 

Q I — dealing with your dealings with Jason, at 

that point in time you were — you were a student, 
this is part of your practicum. You had no 
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1 training in visualization. You had done some 

2 reading around the issue. Is that correct? 

3 A Yes. 

4 Q And the technique you — you were using was not 

5 what you believed to be any sort of an approved 

6 technique. 

7 A According to what circle? 

8 Q Well according to the respected experts. 

9 A Well the respected experts at that particular time 

10 didn't appreciate Aboriginal traditions either. 

11 Q Okay. As — as a student then you knew better 

12 than the respected experts in the area? 

13 A I was a student, yes, but I had things to offer as 

14 well. 

15 Q Okay. I'm not — not criticizing you or — 

16 THE COMMISSIONER: Excuse me. Wasn't visualization a 

17 fairly accepted, standard sort of process to help 

18 somebody — 

19 THE WITNESS: Definitely. 

20 THE COMMISSIONER: — recover memory and express 

21 themselves? 

22 THE WITNESS: Definitely. Definitely. 

23 THE COMMISSIONER: And hasn't that been so for a 

24 very long time? 

THE WITNESS: 


25 


Yes, it has been so for a very long 
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time. 

THE COMMISSIONER: That's what I thought. 

THE WITNESS: I wouldn't say that the University 

of Saskatchewan was necessarily teaching it, but 
yes, it was recognized. 

Q MR. PLAXTON: But you were not employing the 

techniques that were recognized. 

A Yes, I was. Dialogue. 

Q Okay. But you did no work-up, you had no 
training. 

A Yes, I did have training. 

Q And what was that? Did I miss that? 

A I was involved in a master's in educational 
psychology program. 

Q No, but — 

A It was my fourth university degree. 

Q No, but in -- 

A I certainly did have training. 

Q Did you have training in visualization? 

A It was dialogue. 

Q Did you have training in visualization? 

A I don't know that there is certification in 

visualization. 

Q Okay. Well, I think you told Mr. Fox that you 

never — or someone, at least — you had never sat 
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In on a visualization; is that correct? 

A It wasn't available. 

Q Well, you had never sat in on a visualization, 
correct, madam? 

A I sat in on a sweat lodge, but that wasn't talked 
about at the university either. 

Q You had never sat in on a professionally-approved 
or performed visualization? 

A I really don't know what you're getting at, sir. 

Q Well, what — what I'm trying to get at, and I'm 
not criticizing you but I -- I want to try and — 

A I believe that you are. 

Q Your belief aside, you were not trained in this 

area by standard techniques; correct? You did not 
employ standard techniques; correct? 

A I did use standard counselling techniques, yes. 

Q But not visualization techniques? 

A If you want to get to the heart of the matter and 
you want to understand what sort of authority I 
had to do this, I did contact a psychologist at 
MacNeill Centre, where the youth typically would 
go to, to see a psychologist, and I asked him 
about the visualization exercise to get some 
understanding of it, and to also reassure myself 
that what I would be doing would be appropriate. 
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Q Okay. Well, this — this is beforehand? 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Now but what — what I'm getting at is you 
have no specific training, nor would you hold 
yourself out to be an expert in this area. Am I 
correct in that? 

A I'm practiced and I believe in — in the methods 
that I use — 

Q Do you — 

A — and I trust them. 

Q Okay. You did this twice? Am I -- did I 

misunderstand you? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. You've done this twice in your life? 

A I'm an educated person. 

Q I don't doubt you are, madam, but what I'm 
suggesting is you can hardly say you have 
experience or expertise if you've done this twice 
in your life and you don't have formal training in 
it. 

A An expert? No. 

Q Okay. Now, did you perceive that after undergoing 
this process with Jason it would be beneficial to 
him to be referred to a psychologist or a 
therapist, a psychiatrist, a counsellor? 
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A I guess I -- yes, yes, he should have had some 
follow-up. 

Q Okay. 

A Most definitely. 

Q Did you recommend that to him? 

A To him? No. I guess that's where my inexperience 
certainly shows. He was going to a treatment 
centre. 

Q M'hm. 

A I believed that once he recognized those emotions 

and understood his experience that it was starting 
the ball and in — in a very brief conversation 
with his Kilburn Hall caseworker, without 
divulging the exact information, because Jason 
didn't want me to, I understood that Neil's family 
was concerned and I felt that there would be some 
support there for him. Given the circumstances, 
yes, he should have had some follow-up. 

Q At the time you were talking to Jason do you have 
any idea how long he had been in the facility? 

A At that time, at Kilburn? 

Q Yeah. 

A No, it was a short time, I think. 

Q Okay. And what I'm getting at is he was obviously 

dealing with alcohol dependency problems seeing as 
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how he was being released to — 

A Alcohol — what kind of problem? 

Q Dependency problems. 

A Yes. 

Q Okay. Seeing as how he was being released to a 

rehab facility? 

A It wasn't a rehab, it was a treatment program. 

Q Okay. 

A It wasn't to dry out. 

Q It was to — 

A It was to become educated and to understand the 
drinking. 

Q Okay. Do you know if he was receiving any 

treatment at Kilburn in relation to alcoholism? 

A I wasn't aware of specific plans with the 

caseworker. I'm — I'm sure that caseworkers do 
that kind of thing at Kilburn, yes, but I wasn't 
aware of specifics. 

Q Okay. Dealing with alcohol and memory, I'm sure 
you'll agree with me that alcohol certainly does 
affect memory? 

A Sure. 

Q Okay. Number one, it can affect the cognitive 

stage, do you understand what's going on; number 
two, it can affect your ability to store; number 
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three, it can affect your ability to recall the 
stored data. Is that the three basic areas it can 
affect? 

A Well, alcohol impairs everything -- 

Q Okay. 

A — to a certain degree - 

Q You also — 

A — depending on how much you have. 

Q You are also — you are also if you're — if 

you're drunk enough you're left with spots of 
amnesia where you can't — just cannot recall no 
matter what. 

A Yes, trauma can do that too. 

Q Okay. And the — I think, psychiatrists 

occasionally use the phrase, you know, islands of 
memory in a sea of alcoholic amnesia. Does that 
phrase ring a bell with you? 

A Boy, that's very poetic. I had not heard that 
before. 

Q Okay. You have? 

A I have not. 

Q Oh, okay. Does that — does that describe what 
can occur though? 

A I'm sorry? 

Q Does that describe from your experience, at least. 
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what can occur? 

A I'm familiar with alcohol, yeah. 

Q Okay. I'm not saying personally what's happened 

to you but just dealing with clients, that sort of 
thing. 

A Life, sure, yeah. Mhmm. 

Q Okay. And the mind will try to make sense, go 

back and try to put pieces together, how did this 
occur, what happened? 

A The mind will try to do that about anything, any 
kind of experience, sure. 

Q Sure. Now, when you first met with Jason, if I'm 
understanding what you're — you're telling us, is 
your impression was he knew something bad had 
happened the night — the last night he was with 
Neil but he couldn't remember exactly what it was. 
Is that sort of the state he was in? 

A He was troubled about that night. To say that 
something bad happened, I don't know. He was 
troubled. 

Q Okay, troubled. 

A He was troubled. 

Q But he couldn't — 

A Yes. 

Q — figure out, it just wasn't there what on earth 
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happened, what happened to my friend Neil? Is 
that sort of what he was about? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. And this was a year after the event that 

led to whatever it was, you know, Neil's passing. 
And at that point of what he was telling you he 
just didn't know what it was. He knew he was 
troubled, he was deeply troubled, but didn't know 
what it was, correct? 

A He was troubled. Did he know what it was? I 
don't know that. 

Q Or what -- not so much what it was, maybe I'm 
expressing myself poorly. But he didn't know 
exactly what had transpired. At least that's what 
It seemed to you? 

A He wanted to recall. 

Q Okay. And he couldn't. 

A He wanted to recall. 

Q And he couldn't at that time. 

A He didn't say that he couldn't. He was -- he was 
troubled. He didn't say whether he could or he 
couldn't, but he wanted to — he wanted to recall, 
he wanted to remember. 

Q Yeah. So you helped him? And I'm not suggesting 
you in any way suggested, you know, this happened 
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to you or that happened to you. 

A How could I have ever suggested that? 

Q Yeah, and I'm not. 

A Yeah. 

Q I mean — but two days before, three days, how 

long was it between meeting number one and meeting 
number two? 

A Of the two counselling sessions you mean? 

Q Yeah. I think you indicated they were pretty 

compressed. 

A Yeah, it was a very short period of time. I don't 
know. It might have been like one day and then 
two days, and then is the next one, and then the 
next day's out and it was very short. 

Q Okay. So within a period of — well, he's had a 

year and by what you're seeing he cannot recall or 
isn't recalling, and a day or two later he's 
meeting with you and then at this point he has 
this story as to what happened. You're not — 
you're not — you're not asking him specific 
questions, granted, because you're not there to? 

A No, I'm not. I was listening. 

Q You're not — you're not investigating? 

A No. 

Q You're listening. And then it comes out this and 
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that and his recollection. Did he mention any 
names that you can recall? Binning, Horse? 

A No names at all. 

Q None? 

A No. 

Q No. Did he mention anything about hiding behind 
some garbage cans or anything like that? 

A No. 

Q No. Now, the sketchy details he had at that 

point, was it — was it a long process? How long 
did it take him, this process you've described, 
the meeting, the visualization? 

A Yeah. 

Q An hour, half an hour? 

A I'm -- I'm kind of thinking an hour and a half, 

because there were a lot of emotions. There was, 
you know, times when there was, you know, silence 
and that sort of thing, so I really -- I really 
can't say. It seemed like a long time. Maybe it 
wasn't an hour and a half but it seemed like a 
long time. I really can't say. 

Q Are you able to tell us from what he was relating 
to you whether he was recalling one, two, three 
events? It may be all mixed up because of the 
alcoholism? 
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A No, it seemed like the same event, the same night. 

Q Did he have any idea where he had been before this 

event or where he woke up? 

A Woke up? 

Q Yeah. 

A He — he never said he was sleeping. There was 
nothing about being — 

Q Okay. 

A -- woke up. 

Q Okay. He — he's saying he saw Neil go away and 

that was the end of the recollection? 

A That was basically where it ended because then the 
emotions came out in the session. We didn't, you 
know, like say what did you do after, where did 
you go? 

Q Did it seem he was feeling guilty about this? 

A Sure. 

Q Now, guilt can be caused by a lot of things, I 

assume. And did he say what he associated the 
guilt with? 

A That he didn't say who he was. 

Q Okay. Could it be guilt over something else that 

he didn't articulate to you? 

A No, it was more about feeling that he didn't 
support his friend. 
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Q Okay. And the "support his friend," was that 
attached to a specific time or act or lack of 
action, or is it just generally in this 
circumstance I feel guilty because I did not 
support my friend? 

A He didn't say that. 

Q Okay. You assumed that's what the guilt was 
attached to? 

A He — he felt bad, he felt very bad that he didn't 
say that he knew Neil, or that he didn't say his 
name, that he didn't help him. 

Q Okay, did he say that specifically, or did he just 
feel bad because he did not help his friend? 

A There was some amount of turmoil and emotion when 
he was realizing, recognizing, reliving, seeing 
that it was Neil in the backseat, so he, you know, 
"I didn't help him; I didn't help him," you know 
that kind of talk, like. 

Q He had difficulty then remembering that he saw 
Neil in the backseat? 

A I've already established that he bent down to see, 
and, yes, it's Neil, and it was at that point that 
he's reliving the present and the past at the same 
moment. 

Q Okay, but from your talking to him did it seem 
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that he had difficulty realizing, or difficulty 
recalling that he had seen Neil in the backseat? 

A Well, we already established that he wanted to 

recall and remember. It was like he was blocked, 
he was dreaming, he was — I mean, he'd been 
troubled so — 

Q Okay, he was blocked, he was dreaming, and — 

A Not dreaming. He was not sleeping well. 

Q Okay, but — 

A He was not sleeping well. 

Q -- his recollections, was he describing them to 

you in a dream-like fashion -- 

A No. 

Q — that he was seeing things coming in and out, or 
— it took an hour, an hour and a half; did he 
just get a realization here and there, or was it 
something that was sort of moving around and 
eventually coagulated into this recollection he 
then had? 

A It was a little bit like senses. You know, what 
are you hearing, what are you seeing. And then 
emotions, you know. 

Q And you didn't do any test to determine the 
accuracy of any of the recollections or any 
surrounding events sort of test to see if he was 
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oriented properly in space, time, reality? 

A He seemed to me to be. I don't know what you mean 
by "tests", I don't know. 

Q Well, I don't pretend to be a psychologist or 

anything, but would you not normally interview the 
person and say, can you tell me where you were 
beforehand, where you were afterwards; do you 
recall who you may have spoken to, that sort of 
thing -- 

A It wasn't — 

Q — to make sure — 

A — investigative; it was experiential. He was 
telling the story. I — it — 

Q Did you ask him how drunk he was? 

A No. 

Q Now, would all of this be affected greatly if he 
was drunk throughout all of this? 

A Well, that's an interesting thing that you raise 
because that's exactly what I asked the 
psychologist that I phoned at MacNeill Clinic, if 
he had been drinking, could he really recall. 

Q M'hm. 

A And the psychologist said yes, it can go below the 
alcohol. 

Q Now, which psychologist is it? 
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A It was — it was Jim -- I think it was Jim Arnold, 
but I'm not sure, and I didn't — it wasn't any 
kind of specifics or anything. 

Q You didn't relate to him, what if he had drunk, 
say, half a 40 of vodka or half a — 

A Yeah, no I didn't. I didn't. All I said was, 
when I called, was that I was intending to do a 
visualization exercise, and he gave me the 
encouragement. Like, you know, these are — not 
these are the steps, but, you know, based on our 
conversation he thought that was a good idea. And 
then I said, "What about if he'd been drinking?" 
and he said, "It," you know, "it goes below the 
alcohol." And that's, I mean, it wasn't like I 
knew what was going to be coming or anything; it 
was before the session. I didn't know that there 
was going to be anything like that. I just wanted 
to be able to reassure Jason that — that there 
was — it's hard to explain, but that he was more 
than the alcohol, as a person, and that was all I 
was really trying to get confirmation from the 
psychologist for was that. I -- I wasn't aware 
that there was going to be anything like this 
revealed, I mean, at the time. This was, like you 
know, a long time ago, and the additional 
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information that we have today about these types 
of events certainly adds to that, but at the time 
that was not — 

Q No, I appreciate — 

A -- what I was understanding. 

Q — that medical science now does know considerably 
more about the effects of alcohol than it did, 
say, even ten years ago. 

A I suppose that's true, too. 

MR. PLAXTON: Okay, well thank you, madam. 

A Okay. 

MR. ROSSMANN, examining: 

Q I just have a couple of questions for you. At the 
time you spoke to Jason you were a master student 
doing a practicum? 

A Yes. 

Q So you would have been under supervision of a 
professor — 

A Yes. 

Q — is that correct? But still you were working at 
that facility, so you would have been under 
supervision of someone at the facility as well? 

A Yes. 

Q And who was that person? 

A Well, Molly was my immediate supervisor, but her 
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supervisor was Paul Hnatuk, and he has a master's 
in social work so he would have been the head 
person, I suppose. 

Q Okay. And that's vis-a-vis your counselling of 
these students, not vis-a-vis your teaching? 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. Well, it's my understanding that practicum 
students, or indeed psychologists are supposed to 
make case notes of interviews or dealings with 
clients. Did you do that? 

A Not all the time, because I was tape recording. 

Q But even after, you should write up session notes 
so that someone looking at the file in the future 
would know what happened or what went on. Did you 
not make any kind of notes at all? 

A No. It seemed quite straightforward. You know, 

he was having trouble sleeping, and then, like, it 
— they didn't — 

Q Well, it certainly didn't turn out to be 
straightforward though, did it? 

A Pardon me? 

Q It certainly didn't turn out to be that 
straightforward, given the revelation? 

A Well, that's right, I guess. 

Q It just seems odd that there wouldn't be any case 
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notes or file notes, certainly something that his 
next treatment person would want to know about. 

A Well, I was -- I was doing a practicum. I had 

many -- I was seeing many youth. When there was 
opportunity to share, like usually I would go back 
verbally to the caseworker. And if there were 
things like art work, or things like that, that 
was — you know, that would be what we would 
share. This really was so brief, you know; it was 
very brief. It wasn't ongoing counselling. It 
was a practicum. For some I would have, you know, 
diagrams of family constellation and relationships 
and, you know, there'd be documents like that, but 

Q You tape record, or you — was this videotaped or 
audiotaped? 

A I'm sorry? 

Q Was it videotaped or audiotaped? 

A Oh, audio. 

Q And in some audiotape sessions you would go back 

and you would make diagrams and you would make 
notes, but in this particular session you made no 
notes — 

A Not — 

Q — before, or I'm sorry, during or after, is that 
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correct? 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. You said, if I understood you correctly, 
that it would surprise you if you learned that 
Jason had told people about this before. Why is 
that? 

A That it would surprise me? 

Q Yes. Maybe it — I thought you said that it would 
surprise you if Jason had talked about this to 
anyone prior to his talking to you about it. 

A No, I don't think I would be surprised. I -- I 

didn't know that he had, and his emotions were so 
clear that I don't know. He was very emotional 
about it. It seemed to be intense at that moment. 
So I guess I would have thought that if he had 
explained it to someone, maybe some of those 
emotions would have changed, I don't know. That 
was maybe naive, too, on my part, I don't know. I 
mean I don't know what you experience, what — how 
many times you feel that sense of trauma — 

Q M'hm. 

A — or emotion about, I guess, a lot. 

Q But you don't know; all you know is that you 

thought it was the first time he was telling 
anybody, at the time; that's what you thought, is 
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1 that not fair? 

2 A Well, I -- not — I didn't sense that he was 

3 telling me as much as he was telling himself, or 

4 seeing what he saw. Or, sorry, confirming what he 

5 saw. 

6 Q M'hm. When you talked to Jason in, I think it was 

7 around 2000, to do with the ROMP and to get 

8 permission to talk to the ROMP, did he mention 

9 anything about being in the witness protection 

10 program? 

11 A Yes. 

12 Q And what did he tell you? 

13 A That he was being moved around, and — 

14 Q By whom? 

15 A I don't -- I assumed it was the RCMP, I guess. 

16 MR. ROSSMANN: Okay. Okay, thank you, those are 

17 my questions. 

18 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry, I don't remember who you 

19 are now. 

20 MR. ROSSMANN: I'm Barry Rossmann. I'm solicitor 

21 for the Saskatoon Police Service. 

22 THE WITNESS: Okay. 

23 MR. ROSSMANN: Thank you. 

24 THE COMMISSIONER: Any other examination? 

Something by way of re-exam, Mr. 


25 MR. WORME: 
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Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: What is it you want to ask, Mr. 

Worme? 

MR. WORME: Well,, it was just my impression 

that as Mr. Plaxton sat down that this witness had 
something more to say about recent revelations and 
I wanted to perhaps provide her that opportunity 
if indeed there was something more that she had to 
say in that respect. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did you complete your answer? 

THE WITNESS: I'm not sure I remember which one 

you're referring to even. 

MR. WORME: I think it was the last answer you 

were giving, you were saying something that we 
know more, in light of more recent revelations, 
and I'm just not sure what it was in reference to 
and I think — certainly we have a transcript and 
we can go back to that if we wish. 

THE WITNESS: Well, I guess I was just connecting 

with the present now, to events then. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You were simply saying that more is 

known now than was known then? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, exactly, that there are more 

ideas — I mean there's more facts or evidence 
that may highlight something that happened a long 
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time ago. And I also want to be fair about the 
University. I'm sure they do — do have much more 
knowledge about traditional ways than they did 
then. 

MR. WORME: Right. The other question, Mr. 

Commissioner, was again in relation to Mr. 
Rossmann's comments. I believe this witness had 
answered that typically she would go back to a 
caseworker verbally. I was going to ask her, if I 
may, whether or not in fact she did go back to the 
caseworker on this particular occasion and, if so, 
who was that caseworker. Those are all the 
questions that I have. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, the thing is that I can't be 

allowing counsel to re-examine on every witness, 
and I'm — 

MR. WORME: Well, I don't think that's 

re-examination. My Lord, and I'm sorry if I'm — 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I 'll allow you to ask the 

question, but — 

MR. WORME, re-examining: 

Q In response to Mr. Rossmann's question you had 
■indicated that you would typically go back 
verbally where you had no notes made and speak 
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1 A Yes. 

2 Q And did you do so on that occasion in relation to 

3 Jason, or were you prevented by his instructions 

4 to you? 

5 A Jason didn't want me to talk to his caseworker. 

6 did, but I didn't say what he said. I basically 

7 said to his caseworker, as a follow-up, that he 

8 was concerned about the events of that night, and 

9 that the plan was that he go to Neil's family for 

10 some support. And the caseworker at that time 

11 reassured me — I guess, yeah, she reassured me 

12 that Jason -- I mean Neil's family was also 

13 concerned, and then I was reassured that he would 

14 find some support there. So there was a follow- 

15 up, yeah. 

16 Q And the name of that caseworker? 

17 A Diana Fraser. 

18 MR. WORME: Thank you very much. 

19 THE WITNESS: Okay. 


20 MR. 

WORME: 

Thank 

you 

, Mr. Commissic 

iner. 

21 THE 

WITNESS: 

Could 

- 

sorry. 

I just 

wanted to 

22 

say 

one more thing. 

May 

I say t 

hat? W 

f hen the 

23 

ROMP 

came to question 

me 

, I did 

inform 

Kilburn 

24 

Hall 

that I was going 

to 

be test 

ifying 

to the 

25 

ROMP 

, and I did also 

inform the 

Univers 

ity of 
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Saskatchewan, my practicum supervisor, and did 
talk about visualization exercise and what had 
happened. And I was reassured that my practice 
and procedure was ethical, the way that I had 
conducted the session, and my follow-up. And I 
was also given the reassurance that I followed, 
you know, ethical practices that weren't really 
taught at that time. They are now, but they 
weren't then. Just to clear that up, that all 
parties were informed and involved at that time. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. Have you any 

re-examination, Mr. Hesje? 

MR. HESJE: No, I don't. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You will not be unhappy to hear 

that you're excused. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. Thank you for letting 

me ramble on too. I appreciate that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I suppose this is an 

appropriate time for us to adjourn, Mr. Hesje. 

MR. HESJE: I believe all the witnesses 

(inaudible). 

(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 4:32 P.M.) 



